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INTRODUCTION 



This addendum includes state issue reports received since Volumes I, 
II and III were printed. It also includes a correct copy of the 
Mississippi Report which was inadvertently substituted with workshop 
reports in Volume II. We regret any misunderstanding which may have 
resulted from this error. 

We thought it would be essential to share with you the results of these 
state activities because they represfint the hara work and i)est efforts 
of thousands upon thousands of Amtricans who chose to spend a 
weekend or day in a high school gymnasium or college campus preparing 
for the WHCF. They spent long hours discussing some of the Tkey 
problems facing American families and developing recommendations to 
address those problems. These recommendations are not the result of 
some prestigious task force or committee. They are not always tidy or 
perfectly written. But they do represent the concerns of real families 
and attempts to reach a consensus position. For these reasons, they 
are far more eloquent and valuable and they hold great promise of 
leading to real action. 



Many state reports came to the WHCF beautifully bound and full of 
impressive documentation of their state activities. You will not find 
these descriptions in this volume. It contains in their most simple form 
the recommendations of the states without editing, summarizing or 
comments by the WHCF. We simply took the reports and reprinted 
them for your use. Time, volume, and financial restraints prevented 
us from even re-typing them. For reasons of length, minority reports 
or other additions to tne recommendations are not reprinted, but will 
be on file at the Resource Room at the Conference facihty. States 
which have minority reports on file are indicated by an asterisk (*). 
The Table of Contents reports the topics covered by the states in their 
own words. It should be a useful tool in locating recommendations which 
will be dealt with in particular workgroups. Some states sent no 
issues report, partial reports, or reports so massive that they cannot 
be included in this volume. We continue to work with these states and 
hope to have their final reports available at the Conferences. 
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I urge you to read these recommendations with care. They represent 
the hopes, concerns and hard won agreements of thousands of Americans. 



Jim Guy Tucker 
Chairperson 

White House Conference 
on Families 
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SECTION A 



Massachusetts has a unique set of circumstances . In 
their final Delegate meeting, the Delegates accepted a 
majority report. Subsequently, a minority report was 
written, signed and submitted by a majority of the 
Delegates. In all fairness we will make available both 
points of view in the White House Conference on Families 
Resource Room. 
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WHirC HOUSE COM 1:r1;,\'CE on TAMIKIKS 
State Issues Priority Form 

Slate or Territory MASS/^nfPSfirjTS Ddte: narch 29, 1980 

Contact Person: John McParland 617/ 580-2560 

Ranking of the Topics : Please prioritize the topics in your report and 

circle a number for each topic indicating its 
ranking among the l^topics. 

15 



J_ 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
Major Subject Category from the Sample Topic Outline: 

TOPJC: PARENTAL RIGHTS 

Issue: Should the Rights of Parents be primary? 



Policy Recommendations : parental rights are primary and should not be usuxped 
and or overidden by any outside agency teaching and or legislating modes of be- 
havior and value systems at odds with the beliefs and values of parents. 



Program Recommendations : 

1. Pass Family Protection Act S-1808 (by Laxalt) . 

2. Congress should cease funding all agencies (planned Parenthood, abortion 
clinics) which violate parents* rights. 

Strate gy Recommendations : 

1. Write Senators to support S-1808, 

2. Write Representatives to sponsor similar legislation. 




Strite Ir.i:nrs Triorily Toiin 



Stale or Territory: iv^ssp g.vs-ji^ D^.^^. 29,J1980 

Contact Person: Jo hn McParland 61 7/580-2560 

Rankin g of the Topic s: PJease prioriUze the topics in your report and 

circle a number for each topic indicating its 
ranking among the i^topics. 

15 

1 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 



Major Subject Category from the Sample Topic Outline : 
Topic: GOVERNl^ENT INTERFERENCE 



Issue: Should federal government have jurisdiction over laws relating to 

marriage and domestic relations, 'and should it be able to fund or re^ 
gulate family relations programs without specific authorization from 
state legislature,' , 

Pohcy Recommendations : Federal government should not have jurisdiction over 
laws relating to marriage and- domestic relations and should not be able to fund 
or regulate family rr'lations programs without specific authorization from state 
legislature, • 

Program Recommendations : 

1. Urge Congressional representatives to pass Family Protection Act S-1808. 

2, Urge Congress to vote HR2277, 

Strategy Recommendations: 
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state Issijos Priority rofm 



Stale or Territory: ^l^^sSi^C hT?SrnTS Date: r'arch 29, 1980 

Contact Person: Joiin McParland 6 17/58C-2 560 

Ranking of the Topics : Please prioritize the topics in your report and 

circle a number for each topic indicaTing its 
ranking among the IS^topics. 

15 



1 J_ 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 J3 
Major Subject Category from the Sample Topic Outline : 

Topic: GOVERNMENT INIERFERENCE 



Issue: In what iTianner can gavernment protect the family. 



Policy Recommendations: Government should enact and pass the Family 

Protection Act S-1808, 



Pro gram Recommendations : 

!• Congress should pass Family Protection Act (by Laxalt) S-1808, 

Strategy Recommendations : 

1, Write Senators to support S-1808, 

2, Write Representatives to sponsor similar legislation. 
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Siale Issur-s Priority Form 



Stale or Territory: M^SS7^CHi?smis^ Date: r^mch 29, 1980 

Contact Person: Jdim McParlan d 617/530- 2560 

Ranking of the Topics : Please prioritize the topics in your report and 

circle a number for each topic indicating its 
ranking among the !§^topics. 

15 



8 9 10 11 12 13 
14 15 



Major Subject Category from the Sample Topic Outline : 
Topic: DAY CARE 



Issue: Recognizing that this care is best provided hy the family in the home, 
is the private sector better able to regulate and adir.inister day care 
for elderly people and for children of working paxents than is the 
federal government ? 



^ Policy Recommendations : When necessary, day care for children of working 
^ parents and for elderly people can best be provided 

and regulated at the local community level. 

Program Recommendations : 

1, Give tax incentives to private industry to establish and financially support 
on site, parent-run day care. 

2. Give tax deductions for unmonetized care. 
Strategy Recommendations : 

1. Concerned parents work with industry to explore feasibility to above recom- 
mendation, 

2, Seek IRS anend code to provide above incentive. 
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state l.ssut^s Priority Form 

Stale or Territory: m^ S/^CHiSLT rs Date: I'pirch 29, 1980 

Contact Person: Joh n iMcParl aiid 617/530^2560 

Ranking of the Topics : Please prioritize the topics in your report and 

circle a number for each topic indicating its 
ranking among the i^topics. 

15 

1 2 3' X 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 _13 
Major Subject Category from the Sample Topic Outline : I ""-^ ""-^ 

Topic: EDUCATION 



Issue: Should the government he involved in teaching sex education in public 
schools f 



Policy Recommendations : The government should not he involved in any way in 

the teaching of sex education courses in the schools; 
it is strictly within the jurisdiction of the parents^ 

Program Recommendations : 

!• Require school systems to secure parental input and yearly approval for all sex 

education program curricula, 
2. Any sex education provided in school should be limited to designated courses. 
3« Local school boards and publishing companies should include valid, scientific 

infoxTTiation on development of the pre-born child in all biology courses and in 
Strategy Recommendations : textbooks in sensitive and factual manner. 

1. Citizens must work for parental control of sex education and related pro^i'ar.s 
in the schools. 
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Slate Issues Priority form 



State or Territory: h V^sspcHiiSErrs 

Contact Person: John McParland 617/580-2560 

Ranking of the Topics : Please prioritize the topics in your report and 

circle a number for each topic indicating its 
ranking among the ISf-topics. 

15 

1 23T]56789 10 ll 12_13 
Major Subject Category from the Sample Topic Outline : '^^ '^^ 

Topic: EDUCATION 

Issue: Should parents have the primary right and responsibility to educate their 
children according to the philosophy of their choice without government 
iaterference or financial penalty? 

Policy Recommendations : it is the right and corresponding responsibility of 
parents to educate their children according to their philosophy and value system 
without government interference or financial penalty. 

Program Recommendations : 

1. Pass Family Protection Act S-1808. 

2. Abolish Department of Education. 

3. Pass legislation specifying limits to HSS regulations relating to Title DC. 
Strategy Recommendations : 

1. Citizens should contact legislators concerning above recommendationst 



Date: /'arch 29, 1980 
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Slate ^ssijcis rriorily norm 



Stale or Territory: n^sSKmSrA^ 

Conlacl Person: Joh n McP arland 617/580-2560 

Ranking of Ihe Topics : Please prioritize the topics in your report and 

circle a number for each topic indicating its 
ranking among the iS^topics. 

15 

1 2 3 TI 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 .13 
Major Subject Category from the Sample Topic Outline : 

Topic: EDUCATION 



Issue: Should the government initiate a Voucher System so parents have the 
freedom to choose their child's school.^ 



Date: n-^rch 29, 1980 



Policy Recommendations : The government should make possible the primary right 

of parents to educate their children "by establishing - 
• the Voucher System.--* ' 

Program Recommendations : 

1. As temporary measure, pass Packwood-Hoynihan Tuition Tax Credit Act, 

2. Further legislate to establish ^ Voucher System. 

3. Pass the Fajnily Protection Act S-I8O8. 

Strategy Recommendations : 

Individuals should work toward a Voucher System for education. 
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iildte Issues Pj-iorily Form 

Slate or Territory: mss ACHUShJi TS ^ Dale: ^^^rch 29, loso 

1^ Contact Person: Jd}nj^ici^la^^ 

Ranking of the Topics : Please prioritize the topics in your report and 

circle a number for each topic indicating ils 
ranking among the JS^Iopics. 

15 

1 2 3 4 5 ;X 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
• Major Subject Category from the Sample Topic Outline : 

Topic: DEFINITION OF FAMILY 



Issue: What family structure should be encouraged and supported by federal 
legislation and prograjn requirements,^ 



Policy Recommendations : Laws, court interpretation, and public policy must de^ 
l^lne the family in the traditional definition of the family as a married male and 
female and their children by blood or adoption, and should include the single parent 
fajnily, foster family and the extended family; but preclude alternative life styles 
Program Recommendations : ^-s legitimate family units,. 

1. Pass Family Protection Act S-1808. 

2. Defeat Bill HR-2977, which defines "family" as two or more persons who live 
together or have lived together. 

Strategy Recommendations : 

1. Write legislators to support this definition of the family in the traditional 
sense. 



WHJJ^i: HOUSK CONrCHLNCE ON TAMILIES 
Stale Issues Priority Form 

Stale or Territory: M^s Sy^a-aiShn TS Date: n.irch 29, 1980 

Contact Person: Jq}^ McParland 617/580-2560 _ 

Ranking of, the Topics : Please prioritize the topics in your report and 

circle a number for each topic indicating its 
ranking among the iS^topics. 

15 

1 2 3 4 5 6 IT 8 9 10 11 12_13 
Major Subject Category from the Sample Topic Outline : 

Topic: FAMILY SUPPORT SYSTEMS 

Issue: Should support systems designed to help families "be funded, i-egulated 
and administered on the local level ? 



Policy Recommendations : Family support systems which evolve from and are re- 
gulated and administered hy and on the local level, are more responsive to and 
effective in assisting families to cope with their problems. 

Program Recommendations : 
!• Encourage local church groups and private agencies to provide support to families. 

2. Public recognition and support of contribution of self-help groups such as AA. 

3. Make available health and homemaker services. 

Strategy Recommendations : 

1. Individuals become involved in and volunteer for coirifnunity programs. 
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WHITE housj: cojN:rKRi:N(:i: on j^amiuks 

Stale Issues Priority rojTn 

^ State or Territory: r^S SAOiUsmis ^ _ _ Dale:J}-^ypp rllJ:^° 

Contact Person: John McParland 617 / 580-2560 

Ranking of the Topics : Please prioritize the topics in your report and 

circle a number for each topic indicating its 
ranking among the IS'nopics. 

15 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 IT S 10 11 12 13 
Major Subject Category from the Sample Topic Outline : 

Topic: RELIGION 

Issue: Should poverrunent actions be allowed to n.-arroK and restrict the concept 
and place of religion in the life of its people as expressed in the 
Cohstitution ^ 

Policy Recommendations : Goverrunent actions must not be allowed to narrow and 
restrict the concept and place bf religion in the life of its people as expressed 
in the Constitution." 

Program Recommendations : 

1. Amend Chapter 8I of Title 28, U.S.' Code to reinstate school prayer. 

2. Recognizing Supreme Court's definition of Secular Humanism, Congress should 
subject its teachings to those restrictions applied to other religions. 

3. Amend HSS or IRS guidelines which infringe on churches or church institutions. 
Strategy Recommendations : 

1. Petition legislators to reinstate school prayer by appropriate legislation. 



ERIC 



Stale Issues Priority Form 

Stale or Tern'tory: massaQtUSL'its 

Cojitacl Person: John McParland SlT/SRn-p-^^n 



Dale: f'arch 29, 1980 



circle a number for each topic indicaling its 
ranking among the ISf-topics. 

15 

^ 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 T 10 11 12_13. 
Major Subject Category from the Sample Topic Outline: 14 15 



Topic: INFLATION-INCOME 



JsSHei Should eovernnient fiscal policies encourage families to slay together 
and be self-sufficient by supplementing low incomes ? 



PoHcy Recommendation^: Government fiscal policies should encourase famil: 
to stay together where possible and be self sufficient, by supplementing low incor.es. 



Lies 



Program Recomjnendations : 

1. Employers should take family needs into consideration when setti ng work schedules 

2. Goveniment relief programs should have as theix goal that the recf^ents shouH 
Decome self-supporting. 

3. Government policy should in every way encourage and make financially possible 
the adoption of all children. 

Strategy Recommendations : 

1. E,T.ployees (parents) should ask employers to ijnplement flex-time. 

2. Seek legislative amendment of IRS code. 

Tax structure should be changed to provide tax credits to allow famiUcs to ca-e 
for at home the handicapped, the elderly and pre-schoolers where possible. 
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Slate or Territory: Mfti^£ Kj:a\Sr;i'j^ 

Contact Person: Jo hn McPai'lajx3 617/ 580-2560 



Ranking of the Topics ; Please priorilJze the topics in your report and 

circle a number for each topic indicating its 
ranking among the Jalopies. 

15 

1 234567811 10 11 
Major Subject Category from the Sample Topic Outline : 

Topic: INCOIffi-INFLATION 

Issue: What steps can government take to combat inflation and reduce its 
effects upon the family 

Policy Recommendations : Government can combat inflation and lessen its effect 
upon the family by reducing the scope and size of government and balancing the 
budget 

Program Recommendations : 

1. Social security should be put on sound basis. 
Strategy Recommendations: 
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state IssiJos Prioii ty fonn 



State or Territory: MASSAOfuSCTrs nate: ^^rch 29, 1980 

Contact Person: John McParland 617 /530-2560^ 

Ranking of the. Topics : Please prioritize the topics in your report and 

circle a number for each topic indicating its 
ranking among the JS^topics. 

15 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 To^ 11 12 13 
Major Subject Category from the Sample Topic Outline : 

Topic: INCOME-INFLATI ON 

Issue: Is family prosperity best assured in an economy regulated and controlled 
by the government ? 

Policy Recommendations : Economic well-being is best assured by an economic 

system based on private initiative. 

Program Recomjnendations : 

1. Cut down government regulations. 

2. Encourage low-cost housing integrated into suburbs in cluster style units 
rather than large units by private developers. 

Strategy Recommendations : 

1. Urge legislators to balance the budget. 

2. Urge legislators io assist small businesses by tax incentives. 
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Stale Issues Priority Vorru 



Slate or Territory: Massachusetts Daia: t'^arch 29, i980 

Contact Person: John McParland 617/580-2560 

Ranking of the Topics : Please prioritize the topics in your report and 

circle a number for each topic indicating its 
ranking among the i^topics. 

15 

1 23 456789 ll 12 13 

Major Subject Category from the Sample Topic Outline : '^^ ""^^ 

Topic: BREAKDOWN OF FAMILY 

Issue: To avoid the breakdown of the family, should adult courses he offered 
in roarriage and parenting,^ 



^Policy Recommendations : Adult courses should he offered on the community level 
, in marriage and parenting, to encourage parents to 

recognize homemaking as a career • 

Program Recommendations : 

It The churches, school and community groups should cooperate in initiating 
and controlling on the local level classes as needed. 

Strategy Recommendations : 

!• Support and encourage competent and qualified community involvement in such 
programs. 
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Slate Issues Priority Form 



State or Terriiory: ■ k^5S;^CHUSE-it s Onte: March 29. 1980 

Contact Person: Jd-mj^cParL^j^^ 

Ranking of the Topics: Please prioriUze the topics in your report and 

circle a number for each topic indicating its 
ranking among the Ji^topics. 

15 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 .9 jF li 12_13 
Major Subject Category from the Sample Topic Outline : 

Topic: BREAKDOWN OF FAMILY 



What steps can the government take to protect families from the weakening 
effect of television programming, seductive and offensive advertising and unwar- 
ranted exposure to pornographic material' 

Policy Recomjnendations : It should he the policy of the federal government to 
encourage more family oriented programming, discourage offensive advertising and 
enforce present laws regarding pornographic materials. 

Program Recomjnendations : 

1. Retain and enforce FCC regulation of the airways, 

2. Retain and apply "Fairness Doctrine" in media to cover entertainment, 

3. Enact and enforce strong state and national law that restricts the dissemina- 
tion of pornographic material. 

Strategy Recommendations : 

1. Write support for FCC regulations. 
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stale Issuos Priority fonn 

State or Territory: n^s/^a .vsj^n^rs Date: mrch 29. 19S0 

Contact Person: Jdm McParlan d 617/580-2560 



R anking of the Topics : Please prioritize the topics in your report and 

circle a number for each topic indicating its 
ranking among the ISrtopics. 

15 

^ 23456789 [IT ll 12 13 
Major Subject Category from the Sample Topic Outline : -^'^ 

Topic: BBEAKDOWN OF FAMILY 



Issue: In what nay can the government and community assist families suffering 
effects from alcohol or drug abuse? 



Policy Recommendations : The federal governnent should more strictly enforce 
existing laws regarding alcohol and drug abuse and preventive education, counseling 
and assistance should he provided on the community level for families suffering the 
effects of alcohol abuse. 
Program Recommendations : 

1. State and local organizations should provide programs of preventive education 
and counseling for families suffering from alcohol or drug abuse. 

2. Oppose decriminalization or mind-altering drugs. 
Strateg y Recommendations : 

1. Support and recommend self-help groups such as Alcoholics Anonymous to those 
battling with alcoholism. 

2. Encourage community preventive programs on alcohols. 
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stale Issues Priority Torm 



Sidle or Terrilory: >\^ssACH[iShTrs DalerJ'^ch 29, 1980 

Contact Person: John McParlond 617/580-2560 

Ranking of the Topics : Please prioritize the topics in your report and 

circle a number for each topic indicating its 
ranking among the l^topics. 

15 



1 



1 23 4 56789 10 12_13 
Major Subject Category from the Sample Topic Outline : '^^ l"''^ 

Topic: HEALTH SERVICES POLICIES 

Issue: Are programs of comprehensive family health care more effective in 
delivery and efficient in cost when offered and administered at the 
community level • 

Policy Recommendations : Comprehensive health care services to the fa«iily are 
more efficient in cost and answers needs more effectively when initiated and con- 
trolled at the community level, .in keeping with the morals and values of the 
families involved. 
Program Recommendations: 



Strategy Recommendations : 
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wnjTC nousc coKrf:Rj:Ncn on FAMiuns 

state Issues Priority Form 
Slate or Territory: h'J^sspozUSEnrrs Date: I'^rch 29, 1980 



Contact Person: John McParland 617/580-2560 ■ ■ 

Ranking of the Topics : Please prioritize the topics in your report and 

circle a number for each topic indicating its 
ranking among the IS" topics. 

15 

1 234 56789 10 11 ^TT 13 
Major Subject Category from the Sample Topic Outline : ^ "''^ 



Topic: TAX POLICY 



Issue: TAX POLICY 



Policy Recommendations : should the tax structure he changed to provide exemp- 
tions, credits to enable families to care for at home, when and where possible, 
dependent members of the family? i 

Program Recommendations : The tax structure should.be changed, through 
tax exemptions and credits to enable families who wish to care for dependent 
members at home. 

Strategy Recommendations: 
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wmrr. fjousc coN!TRr:Ncn ok pamimts 

state Issues Priority Form 



Slcile or Territory: ijASS^C^Sf^'^ Hate: 'j^vch 29, 1980 

Contact Person; John McParland 617/580-2560 

Ranking of the Topics : Please prioritize the, topics in your report and 

circle a number for each topic indicating its 
ranking among the ISf^topics. 

15 

1 2 3 4.5-6v7^8'9 10 -ll 12 ^ 
Major Subject Category from the Sample Topic Outline : '^^ 

« 

Topic: simiE tafents:. 

Issue: Are the special needs of single parent families most effectively met 
by groups and agencies administered on the local and community level ^ 

Policy Recommendations : The special needs of single parent families are most 
effectively met by groups and agencies most knowledgeable about the needs, and 
adjnixiistered at the community level. 

Program Recommendations: 



Strategy Recommendations: 
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state Issues Priority Form 



14 15 



. State or Territory: massackusbi-i'S Dale: f'^p^rch 29, 1980 

1^ Contact Person: John McParland 617/580-2560 

Ranking of the Topics : Please prioritize the topics in your report and 

circle a number for each topic indicating its 
ranking among the IS* topics. 

15 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13. 
Major Subject Category from the Sample Topic Outline : 

Topic: CULTURAL BACIAL HERITAGE 

ii 

Iss^e- Are racial and cultural herit^es a strengthening influence on the 

family an(^ can their preservation best he encouraged on the local level • 



Policy Recommendations : Racial and cultural heritage has always been a unique 
I source of family strenth and it is on the community level that we can best learn 
to know and experience that unity can and does exist in diversity. 

Program Recommendations: 



Strategy Recommendations: 
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WHITE HOUSE COKTERENCE ON P/iMJLIES^ 
State Issues Priority Form 

State or Territory: i ^">spch[}SEPIS Date: ^•■ai'ch 2 9 , 1980 

Contact Person: John McParland 617/580-2560- 

Ranking ofi the Topics ; Please prioritize the topics in your report and 

circle a number for each topic indicaling its 
ranking among the IS^topics. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 ^12 
Major Subject Category from the Sample Topic Outline ; 



14 15 



Topic: WELFARE REFORM 

Issue: Is Welfare Reform needed to jflace all aspects of welfare assistance under 
local jurisdiction and administration T 



Policy Recommendations : rj^^e administration of all welfare assistance should 
be on the state and local level so that agencies can more promptly and effectively 
rjBspond to the real need of families and help them to help themselves. 



Program Recommendations: 



Strategy Recommendations : 
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MISSISSIPPI WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES 

SECTION B 



TOP ISSUES 



Improvements in Schools 



What improvements are needed in our schools in order that families 
are reinforced in their attempt to rear their children into productive, 
creative, and honest citizens? 

a. Return to basic education. 

b. Institute rigid teacher qualifications. 

c. Establish definite, just, and consistent rules of discipline based 
on standards. | 

d. Give more emphasis to the development of traditional American moral 
and standards and precepts. 

e. Put an immediate halt to HEW using federal funding as a point of 
leverage to enact directives regarding our schools. 

f. Eliminate the humanistic teachings and philosophies in our schools. 

g. Parents should review the textbooks. 

h. Invite the Gablers from Texas to review Mississippi textbooks. 

i. Support teachers who have the courage and insight to oppose the 
National Education Association in their drive to direct the 
education of our children. 

j. Limit the power of the Department of Education. 

k. Employ principals who understand that the Constitution did not intend 
for our school boards to completely divorce themselves form religious 
precepts. 

1. Assist our schools' boards in finding funds with which to employ 
competent teachers. 

m. Return to community control. 

n. Abolish forced busing. 

Government Intrusion in the Family 

How can we stop the government intrusion into our families? 

a. Congress can curb the power of the judiciary and bureaucracy so 

that they cannot issue edicts and directives, such as busing, abor- 
tion, and control of firearms, which are contrary to the will of the 
people. 
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b. Hold our congressmen accountable for their support of the Family 
Protection Act. 

c. Support the policies of the National Federation of Decency. 

d. Enact and enforce more exact and stringent obscenity laws. 

e. Stop such programs as lYC and IWY and WHCF which are attempting to 
instruct families according to a humanist philosophy. 

f. Stop the changes to such laws as the Social Security laws which 
penalize the housewives and promote the working wife and mother. 

g. Stop the establishment of state nurseries and kindergartens that 
take the child out of the home at an early age. 

h. Not allow sex-education in our school. 

i. The federal government should refrain from interferring with our 
private schools through its use of tax laws. 

j. Stop the government supported abortion clinics. 

k. The government push to ratify the Equal Rights Amendment is estab- 
lishing a policy which discourages the mother to remain in the home 
with her young children. 

1. The destruction of our public school systems could be stopped by 
the curbing of the federal government's forced rulings on the 
local school systems. 

m. Demand a return of the government from un-godly stands to standards 
based on the belief in God. 

n. Teach our children the love for their country and our country's need 
for high moral standards. 

III. Definition of Family 

The government should define the family as follows: a family consists 

of persons created by God who are related by blood, heterosexual marriage (a 

natural man and a natural woman), a legal adoption. 

IV. Societal Pressure on Family 

What part does the confusion of sex roles play in the breakdown of the 
family structure? 

a. The Equal Rights Amendment should not be ratified. 

b. The Department of Health, Education, and Welfare should be state 
controlled. 

c. Laws should not legitimize homosexuality.^ 
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d. Eliminate humanistic teachings and philosophies in our schools. 

e. Ensure that your children have religious training and instruction. 

f. Fight against the media using its programs, publication, etc. to 
promote the perversions of our society. 

g. Advocate the reinstatement of the draft for men, but oppose the 
registration and drafting of women. 

Economic Factors 

How does inflation affect the family? 

a. Eliminate government spending on such unnecessary projects as the 
International Year of the Child, International Women's Year, and 
the White House Conferences of Families. 

b. Reduce our taxes. 

c. Amend the Constitution in order to balance the budget. 

d. Raise the tariffs on foreign made products. 

e. Congress should pass a national right to work law. 

f. Abolish forced busing. 

g. Eliminate indiscriminate funding of useless research projects. 

h. Increase defense spending. 

i. Abolish the United Nations. 

j. Support agencies that investigate crimes. 

k. Stop Federal Funding of the Pro ERA movement. 

1. Support the Family Protection Act which gives a tax credit for 
non-working mothers. 

National Defense 

How does national defense affect the family? 

a. We should have a strong national defense so that our family is 
protected from foreign powers. 

b. We should not use tax dollars for social engineering at the cost 
and expense of a strong national defense. 

c. We should recognize that we can maintain peace only through strength. 

d. The drafting of women is not desireable. It reflects the disintegration 
of our culture. 
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VII. Federal Taxes and Federal Budget 

For the purpose of promoting the American Family and the future of 
the nation. Federal taxes should be reduced and the Federal budget 
balanced. We should encourage everyone to become less dependent on 
Federal help. 

VIII. Rearing Children 

Whose responsibility is it to rear the children? 

It is the parent's right and responsibility to rear and to form the 
character of their children in accordance with His laws. Parental 
rights are primary unless by the standards of common law the parents 
have been shown to be unfit to discharge their parental duties. 

Therefore, we should oppose all government policies and judicial 
decisions which permit or promote government funded services which 
counsel and distribute material on contraception and abortion to 
minor children without parental knowledge and consent. 

We should reject public policies or judicial decisions which em.body 
the children's liberation philosophy: that children have rights 
separate from those of their family and/or parents. 

We should oppose those who advocate the idea that life does not begin 
at the moment of fertilization. 

IX. Child Abuse 

What can we do about child abuse? 



Because the child has the right to protection from the moment of 
fertilization, through every state of development, the government, 
acting for the common good, should take prudent and appropriate 
action to protect the life and safety of any child threatened. 

Action should be taken at the state and local level with due regard 

for the rights of the child and the parents concern. 

• \ 

The enforcement of present laws and the adoption of stiffer penalties 

for parents who are found guilty of child abuse should be instituted 
immediately, although parents retain the authority to scripturally 
discipline their children. 

X. Children and Parental Rights 

Any enumeration of children's rights must begin with the right to life 
from the moment of conception. We reject public oolicies or judicial 
decisions which embody the children's liberation philosophy: that 
children have rights separate from those of their family and/or parents. 

Advocacy of children's right of the child to be born is reflective of 
moral and intellectual bankruptcy. God has given to parents the right 
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and responsibility to rear and from the character of their children 
in accordance with His laws. Parental rights are primary, unless, by the 
standards of common law, the parents have been shown to be unfit to 
discharge their parental duties. We are opposed to government policies 
and judicial decisions which permit or promote government-funded (services) 
of counseling, contraception and abortion to minor children without parental 
knowledge and consent. 
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WHITE HOUSE. CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES 
Issues Summary Form 



State or Territory: M.>cc4cc-ipps Date: 3-25^80 

Contact Person: Edna Harbour 



Please list the additional topics, issues and recommendations that were 
discussed in your state. 



TOPICS ISSUES 

!• Humble Appeal to Repentance 

2, Protection of Homes 

3, Family Oriented Schools 

4, Lack of Respect for Life 

5, High Crime 

6, Fairness and Equal Justice 



RECOMMENDATIONS 



(SEEr ATTACHED ADDENDUM) 
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Humble Appeal to Repentance 



While we have the obligation to work for just laws and involve ourselves 
in the political process, we must nevertheless recognize that the basic 
problems confronting our nation and its families are spiritual and moral. 
We, as a society, have increasingly turned from God and His laws. Con- 
tinuation on this course will lead to the destruction of this nation. 
Yet God says, "If my people, which are called by name, shall humble 
themselves and pray, and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, 
then will I hear from Heaven and will forgive their s1ns and will heal 
their land," (Chronicles 7:14) Therefore, we humbly and urgently appeal 
to President Carter to call our Nation to humble itself before God, seek- 
ing forgiveness through Jesus Christ and pleading with Him to return us 
to Himself and thus heal our land and families. 

2, Protection of Homes 

We need to protect our homes because criminal forces continue to attack 
the family structure both through direct assault on the family, and through 
criminal elements in society. 

Therefore, be it enacted to: 

Impose stiffer penalties in youth courts for repeated offenders and remove 
the cloak of secrecy in a majority of cases. 

Deter drug abuse by not only making the sale of certain narcotics illegal, 
but, in addition, make the sale of drug related paraphenalia illegal. 

Enforce more exact and stringent local obsenity and pornography laws. 

Support the policies of the National Federation of Decency and encourage 
our citizens to monitor the media so as to pass along to these sources our 
feelings regarding the media's low and/or imnoral taste in programs and 
advertising. 

Oppose any attempt of the sale of government to control the ownersRtp of 
« firearms by individuals. These firearms are for tFie protection of the 
family and are a constitutional right. 

3, Family Oriented Schools 

a. The children should have the right and opportunity to learn Biblical 
principles in school, 

b. Institute rigid teacher qualifications. 

c. Establish definite, rigid, and consistent rules of discipline based 
on community standards. 

d. Parents should review the textbooks and Instructional materials used 
by their children. 
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4. Lack of fespect for Life 

Blatant disregard for human life is destroying the worth of the family and 
the individual within the family. "Quality" of life has become much more 
sacred than life itself. 

a. Promote the respect for life at all levels of development from conception 
to natural death. 

b. End federal funding of abortion except in the case where the life of the 
mother is at stake. 

c. Support a human life amendment to the U . S. Constitution protecting all 
human life. 

d. Eliminate Federal funding of centers in vitro fertilization and the pro- 
grams within these centers. 

e. Halt studies on life-aborted babies and studies on other live babies 
unless said research is necessary to prolong the life of that one person. 

f. /ni human beings, regardless of bodily and/or mental limitations will be 
afforded medical treatment, love, and care just as would be provided any 
other respected human being. 

g. Aiy government program directed at the aged and/or infirm should be given 
priority to services within the family structure and home as opposed to 
any institutionalization. 

h. All media sources should begin to news report rather than editorialize 
on the dangerous issues now confronting the traditional family. 

5. High Crime 

Qriminal forces continue to attack the family structure both through direct 
threat of assault on the family and through family breakup due to the criminal 
elements in society. 

a. Enact stiffer penalties in youth courts for repeated offenders. 

b. As a deterrent to the drug abuse, pass a state law not only making the 
sale of certain illegal narcotics, but in addition, making the sale of 
drug related paraphanalia illegal. 

c. Speedy but accurate prosecution of rapist— insuring protection, considera- 
tion, respect, and dignity to the victim. 

d. Enact and enforce more stringent local obscenity and pornography laws. 

e. In addition to criminal statutes, we must support tRe policies of the 
National Federation of Cfecency and encourage our citizens to monitor 
the media so as to pass along to these sources our feelings concern^- 
ing criminal and moral codes. 
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Fairness and Equal Justice 

To President Carter and any future Presidents who may call other conferences 
regarding any aspects of family life or Anerican life, we believe that all 
delegates to such conferences should be elected by the democratic process 
and that none should be appointed by individuals or committees. 
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NEW JERSEY POLICY STATEMENT 

SECTION C 

Parents and Children 
(B-8) 

Services to children should ensure that each child is provided 
with the maximum opportunity to grow and develop in an environment 
which provides security, affection, stability, and a future to look 
forward to. Such services should acknowledge the family or a 
family-like setting as the most desirable place for a child to be, 
whenever possible. Implicit in this, it should be understood that 
families differ in their Composition, their norms, and their needs. 
This uniqueness must be acknowledged and accepted - no one type of 
family can be described as the ideal for every child. 

In order to achieve this purpose, services'to children should 
support and enrich the family whenever feasible. The role of public 
and private agencies should not usually substitute for, but should 
nurture, build and supplement what the home has to offer. Within this 
context, child welfare services should emphasize as a first priority 
those areas which can help families to deal equitably with stress, 
crises, or external pressures and prevent breakdown of family 
functioning which may lead to separation. 

A wide range of services should be available within each 
community. For example, different types of child care and homemaker 
services, as well as parent education, and, counseling services, should 
be readily available to the parent who must work, the adolescent in 
need of special support, the parent with 'many children or children with 
special needs. The parent whose own needs are paramount may be in 
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need of support to lensure protection and care for his/her children. 
Advocacy and assistance in dealing with economic issues are critical. 
They should focus on provision of a realistic regionally determined 
minimum income to meet basic needs of food, shelter, and clothing. 
Access to adequate education and health care, as well as opportunities 
to be meaningfully employed, should be ensured. Services to 
adolescents in crisis, including those who come into conflict with 
the law, should also be structured to ensure that community 
programs respond to the family as a whole, and attempt to resolve 
critical parent-child conflicts within the family setting whenever 
possible. 

For those children who, for their own protection or because of 
special needs, must be separated from their families,, services 
should be delivered within a context which promotes careful decision- 
making and planning. This activity should be directed towards attain- 
ment of a permanent home for the child as rapidly as possible. 

Foster care and residential services should be supported and 
developed in such a way that providers have adequate resources and 
training. They should be viewed as time-limited components of a 
process, moving towards return to the original family or placement 
in another permanent home. Adoption services, to this end, should 
not be viewed as finding children for parents, but must represent the 
search for homes for children who need them. For the small number of 
children whose needs cannot be met in a family setting, alternative 
programs should be developed to provide treatment and care in as 
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homelike a manner as possible. 

Such services must be delivered within a legislative and adminis- 
trative framework which acknowledges the value of a family as the most 
healthy place for most children, it must accept the variety and 
differences of the numerous types of families which children are 
born into and raised in. It must include financial support for 



preventive services to families at home, in order to prevent 
separation, which inevitably increases the cost of services. It 
must acknowledge the numerous complex systems which are involved 
with children and families and be structured in a way which 
minimizes duplication, overlap and conflict. 

Legislative efforts such as HR 3434 reflect these goals. 
It is critical that all individuals involved in service delivery 
to children be aware of the need for their involvement in the 
political and administrative decision-making which impacts on the 
structure and financing of such services. Children have long 
been a silent minority. We must be their voice. 



ERIC 




averall Therae of all Workshops: REALLOCATION OF OUR BUDGET PRIORITIES TOWARD 

PROVIDING ADEQUATE INCOME AND OTHER SUPPORT 
FOR FAMILIES 

!• Economic Pressures i 

A. Economic Planning for Full Employment - the government should b? the 
employer of last resort. 

Battle against inflation Imaginatively. 

C. Equal opportunity policies to prevent racial, sex, age, youth, handicap 
discrimination in the job market. Equal pay for work of comparable value. 

D. Jobs: 

!• Career and vocational training in high schools 
2. Job retraining for all ages. 

II. Family and Work 

A. The group noted that there was often a serious conflict between family 
responsibilities and the demands of work for both men and women. 

1. Personnel policies should not permit discrimination on the 
basis of child care. 

2. Policies should be'^designed to permit wage earners to combine 
work and child rearing by providing leaves of absence, flexible 
vacation schedules and flexible work hours for child-rearing. 

3. Support services in public and private sectors of employment 

(a) Day care programs 

(b) Counseling 

(c) Family health plans 

4. Parenthood Credits - "Veterans preference" should be extended 
to those who take time off for parenting, 

5. More flexible work schedules: 

(a) Flexible time should be permitted where employees 
can set up their own hours within limits. 

(b) Part-time jobs with benefits should be available. 

6. Pensions - Wage earners with family responsibilities should not 
lose their pensions because they are out of the job market for 
periods of time, or must change jobs. 

7. Affirmative action policies can be improved if the following occur: 

(a) Procedures for complaint are expedited. 

(b) Monitoring procedures are improved. 

(c) Access to governmental enforcement is broadened. 
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&• Revision of child labor laws to permit more young people to 
work. While provisions to protect child's safety and health 
are essential, some of the provisions are exclusionary and 
could be safely altered. 



B, Full employment 

!• Equal opportunity 

2. Racial Discrimination 

3. Career and vocational training 

I 

' 4. Government should be employer of last resort 

5. Job retraining for all ages 

6. Incentives for industry 

7. Reform of AFDC 

8. National Health Care Plan 

9. Inflation 

10. Medicaid/Care reform for full home care benefits 



III, Tax Policies 

A. Tax reform to provide incentives for economic independence. 

B. Reform tax structure to provide a minimum income level for all families. 

C. Eliminate tax discrimination against any life style. 
(The Fenwick bill was given as an example) 

Higher tax exemptions should be provided in the following categories: 

1, Increased deducations for child care expense 

2, High dependency exemptions 

3, Tax exemptions for the head of household should be raised. 

E. Remove regressive taxes at the natonal, state, local level such as sales 
taxes. 

F. Upgrading of volunteers work with tax policies which permit writing off 
a higher amount for mileage and child care expense. 

G. Tax credits should be provided to parents for the cost of higher education 
of their youngsters. 
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IV. 



V. 
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Income Security for Families 

He urged that policies be set which establish: 

A- Regionally - determined minimum income for all families. 

B. Right to basic needs of food, shelter, clothing. 

C. Right to job. 

D* Reform of AFDC - strong incentive for father to leave house. 

E. Right to fooU - food stamps. 

Child support - enforcement of support laws. 

6. National health care plan Is needed 

H. Social Security reform: 

!• Remove inequalities in social security to allow couples 
to collect individual payments. 

2. Revise automatic increases in social security to based 
on -more realistic Consumer Price Index. 

3. Reform work deductions. 

4. Parenthood credit included in social security. 
Status of Homemakers : 

A. Social Security for Homemakers, Unemployment, Disability. 

B. Recognition of transferable skills. 

C. Day Care - availability of licensed day, 24 hour care 

D. Support for pension plan for Homemakers through IRAs. 

E. Continuous Education 
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Summary of Rteommtndatlou 

FamlllMi ChalUngM and Kaspimslbllltlas 
Saturdayg Kay lOg 19S0 
Raeordad by Fay Taagar 



«• PraparatlOQ for Harrlaga and Family Ufa (family Ufa adoeatlcm» prapa* 
ration for marrlaga* parantlng) 

Partlelpaata~Bob Qnlglay* Harloa fhllllpa 

Baeauaa of tha naad for anotlonaUy haalthy paopla iflth poaltlva aalf- 
••^••■t ^ ntipport human davalopnant programa for all agaa which pro- 
Bota poaltlva aalf-aai^aam, family Ufa, parenting aklUa, communication 
aklUa» handling atraaa. 

Tharm ahould be famUy Ufa adueatlon vlthln tha curriculum of tha achoola, 
K through 12. Thasa eouraaa ahould include aurvlval 8kUla» aound parant- 
lng* peraonal and family health, interpersonal relatione aa veil aa aax 
education. 

We support a holistic approach to family Ufa, education In tha school 
vlth a major goal to enable students to make responsible decisions. 

Legislation should be enacted to publicly fund parenting akllla* training 
for parenta» guardians and prospective parenta. 

Federal Incentlvaa to the states ahould provide mandated family life 
programa In the school and training for those who provide It. 

7. Specific Supporta for FamiUea (tuo-parent families, single-parent fam- 
lUes, extended famlUas, military families « migrant families, other 
specific famUies, definitions) 

Partidpanta—DeUa Rivera, Jacque Staeay, and Fay Teager 

Ife urge that a definition of family be broadened to include the many 
varieties of family and thia definition should consider 4iverse cultural 
backgrounda. 

Ve recommend the eatabliahment of multi-cultural conmmlty-baaed ayatema 
which would aupport the family as an institution, recognising changlxig 
family needa and atructurea and the viability of family growth as a 
continuing process, and which would have consiunity involvement In the 
deciaion*wklng proceaa* 

Ve urge that there be incentives to locel school districts to provide 
space in achool facilitiea for neighborhood human service progrems. 
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Th«re Is a need for support systems i Instltutlcmst educational systaoMt 
Media government » to recognise that there are different family patterns^ 

In the recognition of the strength and needs of diverse families » there 
should be support systems vlthln the family and without » and Interven- 
tion for femllles In need* 

8. Parents and Children (families with children, foster care* adopt lon» 
youth* adolescent parents » parent-child relations) 

Partldpanta— Bemlce Kanshel and Ben Amos 

There ahould be a family Impact statement required for all legislation 
being considered. Administrators of the legislation ahould be account- 
able* 

Conunlty located comprehenalve services for families should Include 
prevention as veil as corrective program aspects* 

It Is vital that we consider the positive Impact of responsible family 
planning # mental health » and day care services In the fight against 
poverty t therefore » we feel that the social service programs In these 
areaa must not be cut or eliminated and should be funded to meet cur- 
rrent needs* 

The network of Interrelated public and private support services for 
famlllea should Include a community awareness component and should 
address both long-term support and crisis Intervention* 

9* Family Violence (child abuse» spouse abusst abuse of the aged) 

Participant — Aletha Wright 

(Programs for crisis Intervention have been recommended In other con- 
ference topics (B8» D17» D20) and Ms. Wright Is to draft these state- 
ments*) 

10* Substance Abuse (alcohollsmt drug abuse) 
Participant— Matt Martin 

We should enforce restriction and control of the use of marijuana and 
other dangerous drugs » recognising them as serious social and health 
problems. Faculty Information and education ahould be made available 
to parents » teadiera and children* 
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Alcohol » vhen abused » has a algnlfleantly negative lapaet on the family. 
It should be clearly labeled as harmful. Drug abuse Is a national prob- 
lem and Its solution should be the strengthening of laws which apprehend 
and fully prosecute drug importers and distributors 

11. Aging and Families (older families » long-term care» services* Independence » 
other needs and strengths) 

Partldpsnt— Robert Helsabeck 

In view of the increasing proportion of the elderly in our society and 
the Impact on the family » ve recommend the creation and expansion of 
home-based and community services vhlch would provide alternatives to 
traditional custodial patterns of care« 

(See also Health » Houalng) 



Overall Recommendations 

It was especially urged that the White House Conference on Families 
redefine "family" to Include the realities of today's family. 

Highly recommended was the family impact statement to be required for 
all legislation. 

I 



Kay 20, 1980 
Fay Yeager 
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Fam^^^e^? Challtngt6 and J^Z6pon6lblZltMt6 

TamJcZy VZolzncz {ch<.ld abu6t, 6pou6t abu6Z, and abtuz thz aged) 

T/ie p/ilo/ilty io/i thz Nzvo Jz/i^zy dzltgatlon to tkz HJkltz Hou^z 
Con^z/izncz on fam^llz^ 6haZZ bz a6 ^oZZovo^'u 

Fzdz/iaZ, 6tatz, and ZozaZ poZlclz6 6hoaZd pKomotz thz 
dzvzZopmznt pKOQXam^ ioK thz pKzvzntlonr^and tJizatmznt'^ o i 
vloZzncz In thz ^amlZy, l.z. chlZd aba^z and chlZd nzgZzct, 
battZKzd 6pou6Z, and abu6Z and nzgZzct o^ thz aged. AZthoagh 
tKzatmznt 4e>^v-cce4 axz nzzdzd thzy ^houZd bz Intzg/iatzd Into 
thz pKo\jl^lon OjJ zommnnlty^ioza^zd and community- ba^zd human 
6ZA,vA.cz6 and takz jinto zon^jidZKatA^on tXnguji^tlz and zuZtu/iaZ 
/iZ6pon6A.vznz66 . Thz6Z 6uppoKt 6Z^vA.zz6 6houZd KzndzK both 
Zong-tz^m and zk16a.6 JintZKvzntJion 6ZK\jIzz^. In addA.tA.on, 
pKA.0KA.ty ioK pKogxam dzvzZopmznt 6houZd bz ^ocu^zd on pA.even- 
tA.on 0^ vA^oZzncz A.n thz iamA.Zy and addKZ66 thz 6ocA.aZ, zconomA.c, 
and znvA.A.onmzntaZ condA.tA.on6 and 6tA,z66Z6 vohZch o^tzn pA.omotz 
*6uch vA.oZzncz A.n iafnA.ZA.z6. 

STRATtGV ^Thz ioA^muZatZon and A.ntzgKatA.on oi hald poZa.ca.Z6 and 
pKogKam6 6houZd bz cooKdlnatzd undZK thz Vzpaxtmznt o^ HzaZth 
and Human Sza,va.cz6, kdmA.niMtKatA.on o{^ ChiZdKZn, Vouth, and 
FamA.ZA.z6} and thz zxpzKtAMZ^that thz kdmJinl6tKatlon oi ChXZdKzn, 
Youth, and TamAJLLz6 ha6 dzvzZopzd through A.t6 HatlonaZ CzntZK 
on ChlZd Abu6Z and NzgZzct bz utlZlzzd In thz dzvzZopmznt oi 
poZlclz6 and pA.ogA.dm6 to pKZvznt and t^zat thz pKobZzm o{^ 
iamiZy vioZzncz. 
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Category - Fanily and Human Needs 
Workshop - Education 

Priorities 

I Priority must be given to providing adequate funding appropriations 
and standards so that educational systems are held accoCmtable for 
providing Quality Educational programs inclusive of : 

a) Pre-school to Twelfth Grade 

b) Bilingual education 

c) Special Education (including excetion and gifted) 

d) Community Education 

e) Handicapped Education 

f ) Continuing Education 
e) Vocational Education 

with encouragment of parental involvement. This education should be 
given in a student's native language. 

II Priority should be given to Fajnily Life Education through all 
the life cycles which include: 

a) parenting skills 

b) communication sicills 

c) life skills 

d) human relations skills 

III Priority should be given to mandated education in the areas 

of consumer rights and responsibilities as well as family legal rights 
and responsibilities* 

Strategies 

1. Congress should enact legislation to appropriate adequate funds to 
insure quality education. 

2. Special interest groups (legally and nationally) and taxpayers 
should attempt to influence legislators at all levels - Federal, State 
including the State Board of Education, and local "^oards of Education • 
to insure adequate fundinr for each educational syster.. 
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Sflucation (continued) 
Strategies 

3. That under load Board of EHucation there be established in every 
school a Council for policy and program developnent made up of parents, 
staiff (educators) and students, 

^. Boat Congress enact legislation to appropriate adequate funds for 
Sensitivity training for educators in order to deal effectively with the 
diversified needs of students, ^ 

5. That taxpayers exert influence on State and lo^al Boards of Siucation 
to provide funds for sensitivity training for educators. 



i 
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FAMILIES AND HUMAN NEEDS 



Workgroup #13 Health 

There should be a national policy which promotes and insures a 
comprehensive health care system which is coordinated at the state 
level through health systems agencies. 

Such a system would: 

1. Be cost effective. Reimbursement costs should be fair and 
equitable. 

2. Offer high quality medical services from conception to death 
to all including mentally and physically handicapped. 

3. Provide reasonable geographic access and availability. There 
should be a redistribution of health manpower to areas of 
health need through inventive programs. 

4. Establish and promulgate community education programs with 
emphasis on prevention and health maintenance. 

5. Coordinate existing health/social services to avoid duplication 
and build on current strengths. 

6. Recognize interrelationship between mental and physical health. 

7. Improve health care in areas of: 

A. Institutional Care 

B. Half-way environments 

C. Community Education programs for people returning to community. 

Each person shall have the right to select his/her own method of controlling 
his/her own body, including choice of health provider. 
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HOUSING 



Federal, state and local governmental policies should encourage 
the preservation and availability of safe, decent, affordable 
housing on a non-discriminatory basis for all types of family 
units to meet a variety of family sizes and needs. 

STRATEGIES ; 1) Full enforcement of anti-discrimination laws 

in housing, credit and zoning, and barrier-free 
codes 



2) Greater federal support for housing for the poor 
and the elderly and displaced persons 

3) Prior examination of the impact of proposed gov- 
ernmental or private housing or development pro- 
grams to assure that a sense of "neighborhood" 
or "community" is preserved 

4) Increased public awareness by special interest 
groups of each local community's responsibilities 
to all of its citizens and to the larger commu- 
nity in which the local community exists 

5) Encourage responsible agencies to. increase public 
awareness of the interrelatedness of governmental 
social, housing and economic policies 




Categorj" - Family and Human Keeds 
Workshop - Ghild Care 

Priority 

I Congress should enact legislation which will insure that comprehensive 
educational child care services that meet quality licensing standards are 
made available to all families who need it for children from infancy through 
school age. 

II Federally subsidized child care should "be available to families 
based on need and ability to pay and include single parent families, 
two-parent employed, part or full time employed, parents attending school 
and afmilies in crisis. 

III Flexible child care schedules should be available to families 

who may select from options that include private and public care, family 
based care and employer-based care. 

Strategies 

1. ' Delivery systems should be coordinated under a single federal agency 
through a single state agency with policy development and control 
residing within the community. 

2. Congress should appropriate monies to increase airailable slots 
to meet the needs of families who are within federal guidelines. 

3. Fee reimbursement to child care centers should reflect actual costs 
of child care and contracts be made available to all non profit centers. 

4. Tax incentives should be offered for the establishment of innovative 
child care systems , such as employer-based child care and to a parent 
who remains at home with a pre-school child. 
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D. Fsallles and Major Institutions 



Our Committee recognizes the need for the development of a coherent , 
conqirehensive National Family Policy, However, it was felt that there 
should be' a transitional or introductory stage. During this stage, 
a National Commission should be appointed by the President or Congress 
to 'Cudy the feasibility of a coherent, coiiq)rehensive National Family 
Pc-i.icy. 



17. Government 

!• Governmental programs need to be supportive and not intrusive: 

to make available information and services to enhance and maximize 
the well-being of the diverse family groups including extended 
families. 

2. National policy, programs and resources should insure support of 
the family as the primary active caregiver. 

3. Human services appropriations should receive a top priority, so 
that every family can live with dignity. 

4. To relieve the economic pressures so that the family and the com- 
munity can revitalize and reassert themselves. 

5. All policies; and programs should encourage a respect for the racial, 
ethnic, cultural, and religious backgrounds of individuals and 



18. Media 

The White House Conference on Families should deplore the negative influ- 
ence on families due to exploitation by mass media of stereotypes and 
violence. We encourage the media to present a more positive, non- 
stereotyped, sensitive portrayal of family life. 

19. Commtmity Institutions 

1. The encouragement of multi-cultural community /neighborhood systems 
which would support the family as an institution, recognizing chang- 
ing family needs and structures, and the viability of family growth 
as a continuing process, and which would have community involvement 
In the decisions-making process. 

2. Support services for families should include a network of Inter- 
related public and private services for families including a com-* 
munity awareness component, long-term support services and crisis 
intervention. 



Priorities 



families. 




Lay and the Judicial System 

1« States should be encouraged to rationalize the court system to 
Include alternatives such as specially trained judges for family 
court and child advocacy programs. 

2. That the White House Conference on Families take a position in 
favor of passage of the Equal Rights Amendment* 



Reporter for D: Yolanda Aguilar de Neely 



EXPRESSION OF CONCERN 



A major concern of many of us present as individuals and as organizational 
representatives •f.s the whole manner of planning today's New Jersey Regional 
Conferences, the delegate selection procedures , and the White House Conference 
Itself. 

!• The conference has had relatively little publicity nationwide and 
almost none in New Jersey state and local newspapers or to organi- 
zations vitally concerned with families. 

2. The New Jersey Commission on Children, Youth and Families apparently 
did not meet until January, 1980 to plan the New Jersey Conferences. 

3. Orjjanizations and individuals who attended the commission meetings 
or wrote for information found great difficulties learning how to 
register for today's regional meetings. People began to feel anxious 
about the possibilities of their really being "allowed" to be here 
today. 

4. Registration procedures and operating rules inhibited democratic 
representation and participation. We are concerned that the one 
small group of commissioners are controlling much of the nomination 
process. 

We submit our concerns for the record and we address these concerns to 
all our state and federal elected officials so that future White House Con- 
ferences be supported financially in the planning stage to make every effort 
to Insure a democratic process for maximum citizen participation and input. 
Otherwise the issues that such conferences are called to address are lost 
in the confusion and organizational problems. 

We really hope that this White House Conference on Families will result 
in positive legislative and financial support for programs serving families. 
Ve do not want just a forum for talk — we want governmental action to deal 
vith our concerns. 



EKLC 
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WHITE HCXJSE CONFERENCE CN FAMILIES 
State Issiies Priority Form 
STATE OP NEVTVDA ^ 



RftNKlNG OP TOPIC: 1 



TOPIC; EDUCATION 



ISSUE ; In what ways can we iitprove education? 



POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS ; 

1. Education of children begins with parents vihD delegate responsibility to 
schools for fontal education. 

2. School cvirricula should be left in the jurisdiction of local school districts 
and the state. 

3. Schools should reflect the high educational standards of the oonniunity. 



PROGRAM RECOMMEamATigjS ; 

1. Support the intent of Senator LSbcalt's Family Protection Act's education 
provisions (S 1808) . 

2. Local school districts have the responsibility to assure that no ridicule of 
students by teachers , administrators or other school etplqyees occurs for 
any reason, including sex, race, religion or persoxxal or family values. 
Teaching materials should not demean a student for any reason, including sex, 
race, religion or personal or family values. 

3. Local school boards should continue to determine policy and curricula for 
local schools. 

4. Restrict the role of the Federal Department of Education and returfi educational 
responsibility to local school districts. 

5. Many Nevadans v*io expressed their views felt that the religion of "humanism" 
is harmful to the education of youth. 

6. Encourage active participation in local parent-faculty organizations. 

7. Vocal advocates of homosexuality should not be allowed as teachers or coun- 
selors in public schools. 

8. Streamline procedures for dismissing incarpetent teachers and administrators. 

9. We encourage Er^glish to be taught to students who do not speak English, vath 
an appreciation for bilingual skills. 

10. Endorse neighborhood school concept. 



SECTION D 

I 



60 



EDUCATICN (Inprove Education) 
Page 2 



11 • Many of those who expressed theix opinions were in favor of passage of the 
Family Protection Act (S 1808) . 

12, Local schools should eitphasize basic skills - reading, language skills and 
math - especially in the elonentary grades, 

13, Programs should be retained (or iirplemented where necessary) for early identi- 
fication of children with learning disabilities and social problems, i.e., 
child abuse. Quality screening and follow-up programs for learning disabilities 
should be uniformly available to all schools within a local school district. 

14, More quality vocational education should be offered on a secondary level, 
ocmbined with a quality academic program, 

15, Replace irrelevant electives with useful required classes, such as consider 
education, 

16, TV viewing in school classrocms should be curriculum related, 

17, Elementary schools should have access to qualified counselors/psychologists, 
and tiraining for teachers to recognize children's problems. Related follaw-i$) 
programs should involve parents, 

Nevada ; 

18, We encourage Nevada schools to upgrade teaching of the basic "3-r's", and we 
sipport the adoption of basic skills corrpetency tests. 



STRATEXSy RECa^MEND?\TlCNS ; 

1, Conference follow-i^ staff will contact federal, state and local representa- 
tives to advise than of this report and explain the recomendations, 

2, National White House Conference advisory staff will contact executive branch 
representatives and Congressional leaders to seek their support, 

3, conference follow-up staff will contact local school boards and administrators 
advising them of the report and e^lain the recamendations, 

4, Nevadans should write Senators Laxalt and Cannon and Congressman Santini, 
e:q)ressing support for the intent of the Family Protection Act (S 1808) , 

5, Encourage parental involvement in achieving program reoomnnendations. 
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mrm house conference w families 

state Issues Priority Form 
STATE OP NEVSVDA 

RANKING OF TOPIC ; 1 
TOPIC ; EDUCATICN 

ISSUE ; How can we ensure that local school districts will retain control of sex 
education curricula? 

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS ; 

1, There should be no federal intervention in sex education, 

2, School policy should encourage parental involven^ent and ii^t, 

3, Values Clarification should not be included in sex education curriculxjm, 

4, Sexuality training (including the advocation of homosexuality, itasturbation 
and sadomasochistic practices) should not be a oqnponent of sex education. 

PROGRAM RECOM^IENDATICNS ; 

1, Alternate progranniing should be available in out-of-school time (similaf to 
the Carson City program) . 

2, Programs and resources on sex education should be available to parents v*io 
desire them, 

3, There should be no federal laws on sex education. 

4, Sex education curricula should reflect local ocranunity standards. 
Nevada ; 

5, The existing Nevada state law requiring parental consent before a student may 
take any sex education course should be retained. 

STRATECy RBCCMmOVnCNS : 

1. Conference follow-ip staff will contact federal, state and local rqpresenta- 
tives to advise them of this report and es^ilciin the recommendations. 

2. Ncitional White House Conference advisory staff will contact executive branch 
representatives and Congressional leaders to seek their si?>port. 

3. Conference follow-up staff will contact local school boards and administrators, 
advising them of th3 report and eaqjiain the reconnendations. 
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EDUCATlOf (Sex Education) 
Page 2 



4. Concerned persons should contact local school boards to advise them of this 
report and e>5)laiii the reoomiendations. 

5. Concerned persons should contact Nevada's Congressn>an and Senators to advise 
them of our desire to retain local control of school curriculum. 



63 



WHITE HOUSE OONFERENCE CN P!AMILIES 
State Issues Priority Form 
STATE OP NEVADA 

BANKING OF TOPIC ; 1 
TOPIC ; EDUCATICN 

ISSIE; Hew can we be assured of retaining local control of our public schools 
(K-12)? ^ 

POLICy RECO Mt^ENDATlONS ; The Pecieral CSovemment should not beccme involved in 
curriculum in any way, 

PROGRAM RECQMMENDATICNS ; 

1. Categorical prograimdng should be eliminated and replaced with revenue sharing 
to public schools without federal intervention and controls. 

2. Congressional legislation should be introduced to assure balanced federal 
funding for schools to the states on a local need basis. 

STRATEGy RECQMMENDATICNS ; 

1. Cbncemed citizens will contact Nevada's Senators and Congressmen to advise 
them of this report and e^^lain the reccrrmendations. 

2. Follow-i?> staff will request the Governor to bring these suggestions before 
the National Governor's Association. 

3. The National Advisory Board for WHCF is requested to lobby for these 
recoimiendations . 

4. Follow-up staff will ask the Department of Education to include these recon- 
mendations in their annual budget. 
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WHITE HOUSE OC»JEERENCE CN PAMELrES 
State Issues Priority Form 
STATE OP NEVADA 



RANKING OF TOPIC ; 2 
TOPIC ; HEALTH 

ISSl^; In vghat ways can the health of all Nevada fandlies be iirproved? 

POLICY RECQ^3^^ENDATICNS: Emphasis should be placed on accessible, iirproved and 
affordable medical care. 

PEOGRAM RECQMt«OATICNS ; 

1. Pre- and post-natal care should be extended through existing public and private 
programs, 

2. The medical connunity should be encouraged to inform patients of public and 
private pre- and post-natal programs, 

3. Enocpurage competency and cost effective rendering of health care; return respon- 
sibility for cost containment, professional standards reviews, drug regulations 
and utilization of services to as close to the local level as possible, 

4. Congress should review the restrictive policies of the Fm in regard to the 
introduction and availability of new drugs, 

5. All efforts should be made to encourage involvement of parents in the treatment 
of their minor child's Venereal Disease, 

6. We si^jport local nandatory immunizatdLon laws. 

7. Encourage developnent and support for preventative and oonniunity mental health 
programs. ^ 

8. States should investigate and review mental health institutions vdth greater 
emphasis on useful rehabilitation and release after careful screening. 

9. Emphasize individual's. responsibility for his own health care. 

10. Basic health and nutrition classes should be encouraged in schools. 

11. 11^ 1979 Nevada legislature called for a constitutional convention to prohibit 
abortion except in the case of rape, incest or v*ien the mather's life is in 
danger. 

12. Families should have primary discretion and authority over the mental health 
treatment of family members subject only to the adequate protection of the 
individual's rights by courts and other govemttental agencies. 
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HEALTH (Health of Nevada Families) 
Page 2 



13, Provide medical benefits for hard-to-place children who might not otherwise 
be adopted because of a possibility of excessive medical costs. 

Nevada ; 

14. The present Venereal Disease testijig and treatment programs run by the State 
should be continued. 



■ STRAIIEGy REX:QMMEMATI0NS ; 

1- conference follov/-up staff will contact federal, state and local representatives 
to advise them of this report and explain the recaimendations. 

2. National White House Conference advisory staff will contact executive branch 
representatives and Congressional leaders to seek their si^jport, 

3. conference follow-up staff will contact local school boards and administrators 
advising them of the report and explain the recamendations. 
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WHITE HOUSE CXWFERENCE ON FAMILIES 
State Issues Priority Form 
STATE OF NEVADA 

RANKING OF TOE TC3PIC ; 2 
TOPIC ; HEALTH 

ISSUE: What ways can v?e help elimnate the iitpact of substance abuse on the family? 
POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS ; None 
PRXSRAM RECOMMENDATigjS ; 

1. Eliminate tobacco producer's subsidies by the Federal Government. 

2. Support Legislation to prohibit sale of paraphenalia for illegal drug use. 

3. Strictly enforce all drug laws. 

4. Detoxification and rehabilitation programs should be made available to alcoholics 
and other substance abusers, including military personnel. 

5. Federal regulations related to these programs should be reviewed and modified 
to assure that they do not hairper the effectiveness of these programs. 

6. Institute higher taxes on alcohol and tobacco, vdiich monies would go to sijKjport 
preventative and rehabilative programs. 

STRATEGY RE0Q^3MENDATI0NS ; 

1. conference follow-up staff will contact federal, state and local representatives 
to advise them of this report and e3<plain the reooimiendations. 

2. National White House Conference advisory staff will contact executive branch 
representatives and Congressional leaders to seek their si5)port. 
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WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE CN FAI^LIES 
State Issues Priority Form 
STATE CF NEVAEA 



RANKING OF TOPIC ; 2 
TOPIC ; HEALIH 

ISSlffi; How can the nutritional needs of family members best be met? 

PQLICy RECQMMENDATICNS; Ideal and adequate nutrition for our citizens should be 
our goal. 

PROGRAM RBCOMt-lSNDATlCNS ; 

1. Encourage local school districts to continue providing education on nutrition, 
including information on the benefits of breast feeding infants, 

2. Provide basic nutritional requirements v*iere need is demonstrated fe.a. . w I c 
program) . v ^ / 

3. Endorse the activities of the Cooperatirve Extension Service and similar programs, 
including information on hone gardening and food preservation. 

4. Insist on nutritional education for recipients of government food programs, 
including WIC, Food Stamps and BIA. 

5. Encourage self-care as a viable component of health and nutritional well-being. 

6. Ihe 1979 Nevada Legislature initiated the Sagebrush Rebellion. 
Nevada ; 

7. Reconmend govermtient agencies (i.e., Bm, Purest Service) policies to encourage, 

not discourage, more agricultural food production in Nevada . (e.g. , Uvestock grazing) . 

STRATEGY RECarlMENDATICNS : 

1. Conference foUov^up staff will contact federal, state and local representatives 
to advise than of this report and e55)lain the recoiunendations. 

2. National White House Conference advisory staff will contact executive branch 
representatives and Congressional leaders to seek their su^^port. 

3. Conference follow-up staff will contact local school boards and administrators 
advising them of the report and esqjlain the reconmendatians. 
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WHITE WntTSR fYT^JFT!T?RK»^ CM TOMTT.TRQ 

State Issues Priority Pom 
STATE OP NEVADA 

RANKING OP TOPIC : 3 

TOPIC ; GOVERNMEOT IMPACT ON THE PAMOXY 

ISSUE ; What changes should be irade in the federal and state tax stnocture to 
pronote fanaly life? 

POLICY RECQ^J^^E^O^ICKS ; 

1. Taxes should be no higher for a married coi?)le than for same income singles. 

2. The Pederal Govenment should adopt policies that encourage families to 
support and care for themselves, and si^^ort the concept of the extended 
family. 

PROGRAM RBCCMyENDATICNS ; 

1. Raise the amount of the inccme deducted for married ooi5)les to twice that 
allowed for a single person. 

2. Allow federal tax credit for families vto care for aged relatives, without 
depriving the elderly person of Social Security or other deserved benefits. 

3. Allow additional tax bene5its for families vrfbo adopt hard-to-place children. 

4. Support ciarrent inccme tax regulations providing for deductions for dependents. 
Nfevada ; 

5. Reconmend defeat of Nevada's Question 6 and sup:port of SB-204 of the 1979 
Nevaida Legislature. The 1978 popular vote was 78% in favor of Question 6. 
In order to Amend the Nevada Constitution, a final determining vote will be 
held in 1980. 



STRATEGY REXXMIENDATIONS ; 

1. Conference follow-up staff will contact federal, state and loccil representatives 
to advise them of this report and ej^lain the reoatinendations. 

2. National White House Conference advisory staff will contact executive branch 
representatives and Congressional leaders to seek their svpport. 

3. Conference follow-v?) staff will contact local schcxDl boards and administrators, 
advising them of the report and e3q)lain the reconrendations. 

4. Concerned individuals are urged to contact their Congressmen and Senators to 
si^sport these reconnendations. 
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WHITE HOUSE OC»ffiERENCE ON EAMTLIES 
State Issues Priority Pom 
STATE OF NEVADA 



RANKING OF TOPIC; 3 



TOPIC: GOVERNMENT IMPACT ON EAICOJES 



ISSUE ; In what ways can government intervention in tamilies be minimized? 



POLICy REOOMMENDATiaJS ; 

1. It should be the policy of government not to use tax ironey to promote or 
discourage one side of political issues. 

2. It should be policy of the Federal Government to leave family law within the 
jurisdiction of the states, 

3. It should be policy of government to safeguard the freedoms viiich strenghen 
and protect the family. 

4. The role of vonan as mother and man as father should not be degraded or 
ridiculed by government policy. Men and women should be encouraged to reach 
their fullest potential vAiether it be in the home or in the business world. 

5. The role of the single parent should not be degraded by government policy. 

6. Oppose drafting, but not volunteering, of women into the Armed Forces. 

7. 67% of Nevadans voted against ERA in 1978. 



PROGRAM RECOMMENDATIONS ; 

1. We would encourage local school systems to teach classes about the American 
Heritage, including the Founding Fathers, the Constitution and the Legislative, 
Judicial and Executive Branches and basic political process in more depth. 

2. Support Nevada's Sunset Law and encourage Congress to pass a Federal Sunset 
Law. 

3. Retain legal definition of family as people related by blood, heterosexual 
marriage, adoption or legal guardianship. 

4. Women should not be drafted nor placed in combat. 

5. Support the intent of Senator Laxalt's Family Protection Act, vdiich is 
designed to strengthen family life as a national priority. 




GOVERNMENT IMPACT ON FAMILIES (Government Intervention) 
Page 2 



STRftSEGY I^OMMEM)ATICNS ; 

1, Conference follow-i;5> staff will contact federal, state and local representa- 
tives to advise then of this report and explain the recomnendations. 

2, National White House Conference advisory staff will contact executive branch 
representatives and Congressional leaders to seek their si^port, 

3, Conference follow-i5> staff will contact local school boards and administrators, 
advising than of the report and e^^Jlain the reoonmendations, 

4, Concerned citizens will contact Nevada's Senators and Congressmen and request 
them to assign their staff to research and modify bills which are intrusive 
on families, and to work for family protection legislation. 

5, Concerned citizens will advise the President that people don't want federal 
mon^ used to lobby on legislation • 





WHITE HOUSE CC3NPEFENCE ON EMULIES 
State Issiaes Priority Form 
STATE OP NEV2\DA 



RANKING OP THE TOPIC ; 4 

TOPIC : FAMILY AND THE V3QRK PLACE 

ISSUE ; How can private enterprise be stimulated with a minimum of government 
intervention? 

poLicy REcayir^m}ATiCNS; 

1. Review and reduce government regulations on business. 

2. The tax structure should encourage, not discourage, private enterprise. 

3. Government should not oorpete with private enterprise. 

PRQGRAI4 EECOMyBJDATiq^S; 

1. Reduce impractical regialations (e.g. , EPA, BIM and OSHA) , and increase state 
jurisdiction in these areas. 

2. Minimize legalisms and encourage easily understood language in government forms. 

3. Eliminate federal inheritance tax. 

4. Government, at all levels, should review and reduce its involvement in corpeti- 
tion with private enterprise. 

5. There should be stricter enforcement of anti-trust laws to prevent monopolistic 
practices by big business. 



6. Allow alternatives for Nevada Industrial Ccmmission Insurance. 

7. Support Nevada Freeport statute. 

STRATEGY RB00^m^3ATI0NS; 

1. conference follow-up staff will contact federal, state and local representatives 
to advise them of this report and explain the reconmendations. 

2. National White House Conference advisory staff will contact executive branch 
representatives and Congressional leaders to seek their support. 



Nevada; 




ERIC 



WHITE HOUSE CCNEERENCE CN FAI^ELIES 
State Issues Priority Form 
STATE CF NEVADA 



RANKING OF THE TOPIC: 4 



TOPIC! FAMILY AND IHE WDEK PLACE 



ISSUE ; How can en?)loiinent opportunities, job skills and good work habits be 
developed? 



POLICY RE0QMME2^TICNS : 

1. Pennit enployment of persons of 12 years of age or older. 

2. Encourage full employment. 

3. Recognize value of work, paid or unpaid. 

4. Encourage and promote vocational education as a sipplenient to basic education. 

5. Encourage and recognize the augmentation of an individual's inherent dignity 
through positive contribution in the work place and the oontnunity. 

6. Encourage enployers to investigate the lase of flex time, part time, and job- 
sharing enployment. 



PEOGRAM REOOt^lEIjDATICNS ; 

1. Eliminate mandatory retiranent (oonpetency standards, not age) . 

2. Add exceptions to minimum wage laws to allow children, age 12 to 14, and the 
handicapped, to perform non-hazardous jobs. 

3. Liberalize social security provisions by reroving ceiling on maximum incomes 
for the vorking social security recipients. 

4*. Si^jport and develop Job Corps and vocational education programs which involve 

private enterprise. Encourage private enterprise to develop job training programs 

5. Encourage career exploration in schools. The value of work, paid and unpaid, 
should be recognized in all school classes. 

6. Encourage enployers to accept as vork experience, unpaid or voluntary work, 
on applications for enployment. 

7. Encourage continuation of private sector programs (including non-profit) to 
provide employment for handicapped persons. 

8. Existing equal opportunity laws should be enforced to insure that the most 
qualified person, regardless of age, race sex or handicapping condition, is 
entployed; ^ 
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9. All references to race or religion should be eliminated from all federal, state 
and municipal applications for eitployment as guaranteed by the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964. 

10. There should be greater enforcement of existing federal and state laws and muni- 
cipal ordinances requiring equal pay for equal work. 

Nevada ; 

11. Support Nevada's Right to Vtork statute. 
STRATEGY RECa^lMENDATiaJS ; 

1. Conference follow-up staff will contact federal, state and local representatives 
to advise them of this report and explain the recomnnendations. 

2. National White House Conference advisory staff will .a)ntact executive branch 
representatives and Congressional leaders to seek their si?)port. 

3. Conference follow-up staff will contact local school boards and administrators 
advising them of the report and explain the recarmendations. 



4. Private Sector: Encourage industry to create new jobs through job incentives, 
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WHITE HOUSE CX»3EERENCE CM FAMILIES 
State Issues Priority Form 
STME OF NEVADA 

RANKING OF THE TOPIC ; 4 

TOPIC S FAMILY AND THE WORK PLACE 

ISSUE ; Hew can adequate quality child care be provided? 

POLICY RECa^MENDATlCNS ; Encourage child care as a supplemental, not si:pplantive, 
form of child rearing, 

PPOGRAM PECQMEvENDATICNS ; 

1. Corporate tax deductions for errployer/enployee child care. 

2. Encourage a range of child care including in-homs care, mother substitutes, coop 
day care, day care, work site care (including infant care) , and sliding fee 
scale day care. 

3. Upgrading local licensing standards of day care to include continual evaluation 
and enforcement. 

4. To aid the economically disadvantaged, encourage more sliding fee scale day care. 

5. Encourage availability of .24-hour facilities for all ages. 

6. Enforce child abandonment laws, especially in regard to parents leaving children 
alone at home. 

7. Encourage private and public after school and surmer programs. 

8. Prograniratic controls must remain at the local level. If federal money is pro* 
vided, then it should be in block grants under state control (like revenue sharing) . 

9. Raise minimum tax deductions for each child. 

10. Provide tax incentives for parents vAio stay at home with children, equal to the 
existing day care deduction. 

11. Continue to allow deductions for child care provided by family members. 
STRATEGY REXXMMENDATICNS ; 

1. Conference follow-i^) staff will contact federal, state and local representatives 
to advise them of this report and explain the reconnei^tions. 
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2. National White House Conference advisory staff will contact executive branch 
representatives and congressional leaders to seek their support, 

3, Conference follow-up staff will contact local school boards and administrators 
advising them of the report and e3q>lain the recaimendations. 

4« Conference follow-i$) staff will meet and consult with youth services and state 
agencies, 

5, Conference follow-up staff will present conference findings to the private 
sector and urge the private sectors' cooperation with these goals. 
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WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE Otl FAMILIES 
State Issues Priority Form 
STATE OF NEVADA 

RANKING OF TOPICS; 5 



TOPIC: STRENGTHENING THE FAMILY UNIT 



ISSUE ; In vAiat ways can religious freedom be insured? 



POLICY RBOOMMENDATICN ; It should be the policy of federal, state and local 
governments to insure freedom of religion. 

PROGRAM REOCM>^ENDATICNS ; 

1. Federal agencies should not regulate religious activities in church schools, 
religious homes and other ministries. 

2. Recognize the right of parents to rear their children according to their 
. religious beliefs. 

3. Encourage parental involvement with children in attending church together. 

4. The religious teaching of parents to their children must not be undermined 
or counteracted by any government action. 

STRATEXSy REOQI^IMENDATICNS ; 

1. Conference follcw-up staff will contact federal, state and local representa- 
tives to advise them of this report and explain the recomnendations. 

2. National White House Conference advisory staff will contact executive branch 
representatives and Congressional leaders to seek their si^jport. 

3. conference follow-up staff will contact local school boards and administrators 
0dvising them of the report and e35>lain the recanmendations. 



WHITE HOUSE CONFEFENCE ON FAMILIES 
State Issues Priority Fona 
STAIE OF NEW^ 

RANKING OF TOPIC ; 5 

TOPIC ! STRENOmENING THE FAMILY UNIT 

I SSUE ; What makes a family successful? 

POLICY REOQMMENDATICN ; It should be the policy of public and private sectors to 
promote successful families. 

PRDGRAM RBC0MMEM}ATI0NS ; 

1. Provide incentives for research into hew to strengthen the family unit and 
its successes. 

2. Congress and state legislators should review pending legislation that has 
possible iiipact on the family. i 

3. Research successful families. 
STRATEGY PE0C}M^1ENDATI0NS ; 

1. Conference follcw-ip staff will contact federal, state and local representa- 
tives to advise them of this report and explain the recommendations, 

2. National White House Conference advisory staff will contact executive branch 
representatives and Congressional leaders to seek their support. 

3. Conference follow-ip staff will contact local school boards and administrators, 
advising them of the report and e:5>lain the recotinendations. 
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WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE CN FAMILIES 
State Issues Priority Pom 
STATE OP NEVADA 

RANKING OF TOPIC ; 5 

TOPIC ; STRENGTHENING THE FAMILY UNIT 

ISSUE; In vghat educational vays can the family unit be strengthened? 

POIjcy REOOMMEMIATICNS ; It should be the public and private sectors to encourage 
educational programs which teach parenting and family skills. 

PROGRAM RECQMMENEgynONS ; 

1. Encourage school programs for development of self-esteem, 

2. Encourage churches and private and public organizations to offer educational 
classes for youth in marriage, parenting, family skills and counseling. 

3. Encourage school teachers and counselors to work with parents and families. 
STRATEGY RBCQMyENDATIONS ; 

1. Conference follow-up staff will contact federal, state and local representa- 
tives to advise them of this report and ea^lain the recannendations . 

2. National White Hbuse Conference advisory staff will contact executive branch 
representatives and Congressional leaders to seek their si^port. 

3. Recamend to local social service agencies that they begin researching what 
makes certain families successful. 

4; Encourage parental involvement in the development of these programs. 

5. Include camiunication and coping skills in all of these programs. 
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WHITE HOUSE CXXJFERENCE ON FAMILIES 
State Issues Priority Form 
STATE OP NEVADA 

RANKING OF TOPIC ; 6 

TOPIC : BCCNOMLC INFLUENCES AND PRESSURES CN THE FAMILY 

ISSUE ; BCM can the Scx2ial Security systa:n be supportive of the fandly? 

POLICY RBOCMMENDATICN ; The primary concern of the Social Security system should 
be sipplementary care for widows, orphans and retired wDrkers. 

PRDGRAM RBCQMMENDATiasiS ; 

1. The spouse's benefit and the survivor's benefit should be retained. 

2. There should be no disincentives for Social Security recipients regardless 
of marital status. 

3. There should be no disincentives for working Social Security recipients. 

4. Social Security funds should be separate from other funds and should not 
include unrelated programs ^ which should be financed from general fiand. 

STRATEGY RECOMMENDATIONS ; 

1. Conference follow-up staff will contact federal, state and local representa- 
tives to advise them of this report and explain the reccmendations. 

2. National White House Conference advisory staff will contact executive branch 
representatives and Congressional leaders to seek their support. 

3. Concerned individuals are advised to attend or testify at Social Security 
hearings bedLng held in local ccmnunities, and to write their Congressmen. 
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WHITE HOUSE OCNFEE^ENCE CN FAMILIES 
State Issues Priority Form 
STATE OF NEVADA 



RANKING OF TOPIC : 6 

TOPIC ; ECONOMIC INraJENCES AND PRESSURES ON THE FAMILY 
ISSUE ; Hov/ can inflation be reduced? 

POLICY REOQMMENDATICN: It should be the policy of the Federal Government to do 
everything possible to reduce inflation and lower interest rates. 

PROGRAM RECQVIMENDATICNS ; 

1. Balance the federal budget and reduce federal spending, 

2. Reduce balance of paynnent deficits. 

3. ^ Stimulate production through tax incentives to benefit small business. 

4. Inprove productivity. 

5. Collect outstanding foreign debts. 

6. Increase consumer awareness. 

7. Encourage new and underused sources and methodologies of energy. 

8. Review and revise government regulations vMch reduce productivity. 

9. Reduce taxes on savdLngs and capital gains. 

10. Government should review its own cost effectiveness. 

11. Nevada legislature called for a constitutional convention to deal with the 
issue of balancing the federal budget. 

12. Increase Congressional control over Federal Reserve Systen, particularly 
with regard to money sipply. 

13. Reduce the size of federal executive branch bureaucracy (e.g., EPA, 
OSI^A) . 

14. Inplemant Federal Sunset Laws. 

15. Increase executive and legislative branch control over federal agencies. 

16. Educate consumers on hiow to reduce the impact of inflation in the hone and how 
to eliminate waste. 
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17. Reduce regxilations v*iich would discourage developnent and use of doniestic 
energy sources. 

18. Reduce fecleral spending, inpluding, but not limited to, foreign aid, federal 
funding of non-essential agencies, and unnecessary grants and subsidies • 



STRATEGY RBCQMMENDATICNS ; 

1. Conference follov\^-up staff vdll contact federal, state and local representa- 
tives to advise them of this report and explain the reconmendations, 

2. National White House Conference advisory staff will contact executive branch 
representatives and Congressional leaders to seek their si$)port. 



S2 



WHITE HOUSE COSIEERENCE ON FAMILIES 
State Issues Priority Form 
STATE OF NEVADA * 



RANKING OF TOPIC: 7 



TOPIC! FAI'ULY RIGHTS 



ISSUE ; In vAiat ways can the rights and responsibilities of families be enhanced? 



POLICY RECOMSIENDATICN ; It should be the policy of the government and the private 
sector to recognize the family as the most important unit of society and to 
recognize that solutions to family problems will not be found in a proliferation 
of government programs and interferences, it is not the responsibility of the 
government to insure success, but to safegx:iard the freedom to succeed or to fail. 



PROGRAM RBOQMMEUDATIONS ; 

1. Parents should have the legal right to deny or consent to their tinmarried 
minor child receiving contraceptives or sex education or having an abortion. 

2 m Parents should be informed vdien an lanmarried minor receives contraceptives 
or abortion servieas from a federally svfjported organization. 

3. Private associations to care for victims of domestic violence are encouraged. 

4. Si:5>port concept of extended family by granting a tax-free retirement program 
for si;5>port of parents. 

5. Government should not limit the number of children in a family. 

6. Families of different cultures are encouraged to preserve their traditions 
and cultural heritage. 

7. Parents should be responsible, within reason, for the destructive acts of 
their minor children. 

8. Federal funds should not be provided for abortions. 

9. Local churches and local programs are encouraged to help pregnant teens and 
abused women. 

10. Establish and support local progr ams, including parenting classes, to educate 
ur^repared mothers and fathers. 

11. There should be vigorous eiJEorcement of laws requiring si5)port of a child 
by its father. 

12. T5noourags and suppori: volunteer programs that provide counseling and assis- 
tance to tha victiitis of forcible rape and incest. 
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13m No federal funds should be provided to private agencies which encourage and 
provide contraceptives and abortion for unmarried minors without parental 
consent. 

14. The Nevada Legislature has called for a constitutional convention to pro- 
hibit abortion except in the case of rape, incest or v*ien the mother's life 
i^ in danger. 



STRATEGY RECa^-IENDmONS ; 

1, Conference follow-up staff will contact federal, state and local representa- 
tives to advise them of this report and explain the recomnendations. 

2, National White House Conference advisory staff will contact executive branch 
representatives and Congressional leaders to seek their si$)port. 

3, Conference follow-up staff will contact local school boards and administrators, 
advising thou of the report and explain the recomnoidations, 

4, Nevadans are urged to write in support of the intent of the Family Protection 
Act. 

5, Encourage families to be responsible for themselves. 
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WHITE HOUSE OONEEPEJO: ON FAMILIES 
State Issues Priority Form 
STATE OF NEVADA 



RANKING OF TOPIC: 8 



TOPIC ; DESTRUCTIVE INFLUENCES ON THE FAMILY 
ISSUE ; In what ways can crime be minimized? 

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS ; It should be the policy of all government entities and 
the private sector to work towards crime prevention and law enforcement. Penal- 
ties should be connensurate with crime, with stricter penalties for crimes of 
violence against persons, and mandatory minimum sentences for crimes camdtted 
with firearms. 



PROGRAM RECOMMENDATICTIS ; 

1. Institute programs ^f^tl<}re!y/ offenders may make restitution to victims as part 
of a justice system. 

2. Establish work and work-release programs as part of state corrections policy. 

3. Rape prevention programs should be established through existing local govern- 
ment and private agencies. 

4. Policy Departments or private security should take more preventive measures 
(e.g., patrolling parking lots). 

5. Police Departments, hospitals, Ooiarts and other service agencies should pro- 
vide more af^ropriate, sensitive, well-trained staff for intervention service 
to victims of all violent crimes. 

6. Increase availability of female staff to work with female rape victims. 

7. Encourage voluntary support systems for families of offenders (i.e.. Friends 
Outside) . 

STRATEGy RECOMMENDATIONS ; 

1. Conference follcw-ip staff will contact federal, state and local representa- 
tives to advise them of this report and explain the recamendations. 



2. National White House Conference advisory staff will contact executive branch 
representatives and Congressional leaders to seek their si^jport. 



WHITE HOUSE COSIFERENCE ON FAMILl'ES 
State Issues Priority Form 
STATE OF IJEVADA 

RANKING OF 'TOPIC ; 8 

TOPIC ; DESTRUCTIVE INFLUENCES CN THE FAMILY 

ISSUE ; What can be done to help alleviate Child Abuse and Neglect and Danestic 
Violence and discord in Nevada and the Country? 




POLICY REOQM^IENDATIC^ ; It should be the policy of the comunity to protect the 
child or spDuse and conserve the family. The tendency of Government to intervene 
in social crisis situations is costly and often ineffective. We would assign 
responsibilit/ in the direction of local govemnent, institutions, and individuals 
to work towards prevention of child abuse and neglect and domestic violence, as 
well as rehabilitation and irrprovement of existing laws in the direction of 
coordination, cooperation and follow-through care. 



PROGRAM RECCMMENDATICaJS ; 

1, Government agencies should begin giving more attention to any programs, both 
secular and religious, that appear to offer viable solutions, 

2. continue adherence to current statutes vfliereby parental and humc>n rights are 
held primarily innportant unless, by legal standards, the parents have been 
shown to be unfit to discharge their parental duties. 



STRATEGY RECa-^MENDATICNS ; 

1. conference follow^ip staff will contact federal, state and local representa- 
tives to advise them of this report and explain the recomendations. 

2. National White House Conference advisory staff will contact executive branch 
representatives and Congressional leaders to seek their si?)port. 

3. Inplement and maintain a crisis line involving local volunteers. 

4. continue emergency shelter care hones. 

5. Make public aware that it is their responsibility to report possible abuse 
or neglect and that their names and those they repzirt on are kept in 
confidence. 

6. continue TV spots directed at family violence. 

7. Dx:al organizations s^^uld conduct studies and make public any information 
or "how to handle stress". 
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8. Counseling and follow-through prograins should be made available to victims 
and abusers. 

9. Support the local volunteer efforts to prevent child abuse and domestic 
violence, to train ootinunity workers, and to help to coordinate all existing 
services, public and private. 

10. State government should be encouraged to iirprove . coordination of various 
services and prevention programs. 



87 



WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES 
State Issues Priority Form 
STATE OF NEVADA 

RANKING OF TOPIC ; 8 

TOPIC ; DESTRUCTIVE INFLUENCES ON THE FAMILY 

ISSUE ; How can the c2estructive influences of the media be minimized? 

POLICY REOQMMENDATICNS ; All those involved in media, including the FCC, should 
seek to iitprove quality of programs, encourage positive family images, oiphasize 
educational programs and public broadcasting, 

PROGRAM REOQMMENDATICNS ; 

1, Iitprove the accuracy of the rating system for movies and TV. 

2, Local Stations; Establish a local citizens advisory board to influence 
programming, 

3, Pi±>lic; SuHX>rt existing "evaluation rating system" for parents, 

4, We sv^jport the concept of more extended family time slots during vAiich 
sexual promiscuity and violence are restricted co TV, TV networks should 
be encouraged to develop more family-oriented programs. 



STRATEGY PECa^'ENDATIONS ; 

1, Conference follow-ip staff vail contact federal, state and local representa- 
tives to advise them of this report and e:^lain the reooitmendations, 

2, Available guides for viewing television should be distributed widely, 

3, Conference follow-ip staff will urge the media to follow and expand on their 
existing self regulation in this area. 

4, Parents; As consumers, write to the chairman of the board of advertising 
products to e^^jress dislike of advertising or programs, and do not buy pro- 
ducti' of those advertisers. 

5, Parents are encouraged to responsibly limit the amount of time which is 
spent by their children in viewing television. 
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WHITE HOUSE CCNFERENCE OH FAMILIES 
State Issues Priority Form 
STATE OF NEVADA 

RANKING OF TOPIC: 8 



TOPIC: DESTRUCTIVE INFLUENCES ON THE FAMILY 



ISSUE : Hew can we protect children frcm the influences of pornography? 



POLICy RECOMMENDATKaJS : It should be the policy of state and local agencies to 
protect the family against "adult" oriented businesses of any sort, 

PROGRAM RECOMMENDATIONS : 

1, The federal and state obsceniti'' laws should be retained. 

2 m There should be stronger enforcement of state' aixi local laws concerning 
"adult" oriented businesses. 

3. Penalties for sex crimes should be conmensiarate with the offense. 

4. Adults participating din the e>q)loitation of children for sexual or porno- 
graphic purposes should be found guilty of a felony. The penalty should be 
conmensurate with the crime. 

5. Conpanies should be requested to consider the inpact of their adverti.sing 
on families in the oorrntunity. 



STRATEGy RECOMMENDTiTIONS ; 

1. Conference follow-i^) staff will contact state and local representatives to 
advise them of this report and explain the recommendations. 

2. Follow-ii) staff will contact local businesses to request that they consider 
the impact of their adverlising on families in their comrunity. 

3. Follcw-ip staff will contact Nevada's Senators and Congressmen to express 
our desire to retain the federal obscenity law. 

4. Concerned individuals are virged to wri+-e their legislators and ask them to 
work to retain tl:ie federal obscenity law. 

5. Encourage citizens to go to local merchants in protest of "adult" oriented 
magazines and insist on coverixig and placing ,of these magazines in appro- 
priate areas. 
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WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE FAMILIES 
State Issues Priority Form 
STATE OP NEVADA 



RANKING OP TOPICS: 9 



TOPIC; FAMILY NEEDS AND SUPPORT SYSTEMS 



ISSUE ; How can foster care placement prograins be dLrrproved? 



POLICY REmiMENDATICNS : 

!• It should be the policy of the state and federal governments to reverse all 
anti-family policies and practices affecting children in foster placement. 

2, It should be the policy of the federal government to ensure that federal 
funds are used to prevent unnjccessary and inappropriate out-of-home placements, 

3, PixKredural and substantive safeguards for children at risk of removal or in 
out-of-home placement should be required as a conditio! for receipt of federal 
funds, 

4, Federal and state support to ensure quality care to children out of their hones 
should be strengthened, and consistent federal and state policies towards 
deinstitutionalization developed. 

5, It should be the policy oi the federal government to require states vMch 
receive funds for services to children placed out of their hones, to report 
on the status of the children, in order to ensure conpliance with federal 
policies and programs and for planning future program directions, 

. 6, In general, foster placenent programs should be controlled at the local level. 



PROGRAM RECCM^El^Tia^ ; 

1. A body should be designated within HEW with clear and centralized administra- 
tive responsibility for major programs affecting children at risk of or in 
placement. 

2, Coordination efforts among the numerous programs affecting children without 
hones must extend across federal departments, A mechanism should be 
developed for cross-agency progranming, monitoring and reporting. 

3. Specific administrative and procedural mechanisms should be created to ensure 
conpliance with federal program requirements and to ensure that the federal 
dollar is used to best serve the needs of children without hones. 

4, Limitations should be placed on the length of time federal reimbursement will 
be available for children in "tenporary" out-of-hone care. 
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5. Deny^nstration projects should be undertaken to determine ways in vMch 
various foster care programs can be used to promote services to families 
and children which would eliitiinate the need for children to be unnecessarily 
removed from their hODes, 

6, All relevant Congressional camittees should jointly request the General 
Accounting Office to trace the impact of federal deinstitutionalization 
efforts on children across systems, agencies and programs. 



STRATEGY RECa^^MENDATIONS ; 

1. Conference staff should support passage of HR 3434. 

2. conference staff should find out vdiat, if any, pertinent legislation is 
pending which would affect children in placement and make their views known. 

3. Conference staff shoiUd compile inventories of federal programs affecting 
families and children, and draw up suggested guidelines for coordination 
efforts among the various federal agencies. 

4. Conference staff should contact key governmental leaders to inform them of 
Conference findings and to e:^lain the reconmendations. 

5. Conference .taff should attempt to utilize the media to focus public attention 
on the huiTk-^, social and fiscal costs of inappropriate foster . care. 



91 



WHIIE HOUSE CONFERENCE FAMILIES 
State Issues Priority Ponn 
STATE OP NEVADA 

RANKING OF TOPIC : 9 

TOPIC ; EA^^LY NEEDS AND SUPPORT SYSTEMS 

ISSUE ; In viiat supportive ways can the special needs of families be net? 
POLICY RBOOMMEJODATia^S ; 

1. We support the concept that families, vdien faced vdth problems, should reach 
out first to their extended families, then to their churches, neighbors and 
local cortmunity services. 

2. When other services are not adequate, additional support systems should be 
available. 

3. We encourage the development of self-esteem within any support syjutem, as 
well as personal responsibility. 

PROGRAM REOQMMENDATIC^S ; 

1. Encourage citizens to make use of existing local services. 

2. Encourage voluntary involvement in providing and receiving services. 

3. Tax incentives for families who care for dependent elderly. 

4. Oppose changes in Social Security which would undermine the role of honemaker. 

5. Allow for optional private pension plan instead of Social Security showing 
proof of such plan on IRS tax return. 

6. Review government welfare programs to increase efficiency in meeting families' 
needs. 

7. State statutes regatding juvenile delinquency should be protected from 
federal interference. 

Nevada : 

8. Support and expand Nevada's Displaced Honemaker program, if it proves 
successful. 

ST RAGETY REOQMMENDATIONS ; 

1. Conference follow-up staff will contact federal, state and local representa- 
tives to advise them of th-is report and explain the reconr^endations. 

2. National White House Conference advisory staff will contact executive branch 
representatives and Congressional leaders to seek their support. 

3. Encourage churches and other local services to recognize their responsibility 
to the needs of families. 
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WHITE HOUSE OMERENCE OJ FAMILIES 
State Issues Priority Form 
STkTE OF NEVADA 



RANKING OF TOPIC; 10 



TOPIC ; ECONOMIC, ENVIPCMlEJmL AND SOCIAL IMPACT 



ISSUE : What will the iirpact of the MX Missile Syston be on Nevada, and how can 
that iirpact be offset? 



POLICY RECQMMEND?^TICN ; The racetrack system of br^sing the MX Missile would have 
an irreversible negative effect on Nevada or any state it is built in. It should 
be the policy of the federal government to seek an alternate basing mode v*ach 
would be effective as a means of national defense, use less land and not inundate 
the social services of one area with iinpossible situations. 



PFcOGRAt'4 RECaMtvENDATIGNS ; 

1. The racetrack basing mode of MX should be eliminated as inadequate and 
ineffective. 

2. Alternate basing modes should be considered, especially a mobile basing 
system. 

3. Defense systems should be diversified as to kinds of systems and places 
for them. 

4. If the Federal Government insists on building the MX racetrack system, they 
must make arrangements for support funds for all i^rpacted services in the 
areas of use. . 



STRATEGY REOa^3MEND?\TI0NS t 

1. Conference follow-up staff will contact federal, state and local representa- 
tives to advise them of this report and explain the reccrnnendations. 

2. National White House Conferojice advisory staff will contact executive branch 
representatives and Congressional leaders to seek their support. 
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SECTION E 



CONSOLIDATED LIST OF 
TOP TEN TOPICS IN EACH DISTRICT 



DISTRICTS 



Law and Families 

Energy Conservation and Families 

Family Planning 

Tax Policies/Economics 
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TOP TEN TOPICS FOR NEW MEXICO 



Abortion 

Government & Familie*^ 

Family Values 

Child Care/Day Care 

Family Crises/Violence 

Education/Parenting 

Sex Education 

Tax Policies/Economics 

Care for Elderly 

Equal Opportunity/Women's Issues 
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SECTION F ^^^^es 1 - 13) Page 1- 

ND STATE HO USE CONFERENCE ON FAMILI£S - April 24-26. 1980 - Bismarck. ND 
CORRECTED REPORT - 5/16/80 

WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES 
State Issues Priority Form 

State or Territory: North Dakota 



Contact Person: . .Milan Christianson 



Date: April 28, 1980 



Rankino of the Top .Vs: Pj-f/ fJ-^«« the topics in your report and 
mux (As read f^. fanWng ^1:^^^,17,1%]^'' '"'""""^ 



CD 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
Major Subject Category from the Sample Top ir nmi^n. : 



'^'^ Health 
^ssuc: Health Costs 



Policy Recommenda tions: 

1. Dignity of elderly should be enhanced 
particularly home care services which 
in the community. Nursing home space 
care services. 

Prggram Recommendatinn«;- 



by programs to support senior citizens 
enable families to care for the elderly 
and costs could be reduced by good home 

(continued on back) 



-^-■"j^GO y Recommend ations : 
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Policy Recommendations (cont,) 

2. Changes in medicare rules and supplemental insurance for long term 
medical care for elderly, 

3. Make care available, affordable, and feasible, especially in the rural 
communities • 

4. Make information available about HMO's and Group Health, 

5. Stress preventive health programs, which reduce cost of emotional 
and physical health care, 

6. Increase tax exemptions for elderly and elderly dependants, 

7. Educate families in the support of the elderly so that they can remain 
in the family home for a longer time, 

8. Increase education on methods for natural family planning, 

9. Parental decisions on, health services. 

10. Seminar around the state. 

11. More availability of services in rural areas. 

12. Family counsel ling-parent education. 
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CORRECTED REPORT 5/16/80 

WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES 
Stale Issues Priority Form 

State or Territory: North Dgikota Date: April 28, 1980 

Contact Person: Milan Christiansen 

Ranking of the Topi cs: Please prioritize the topics in your report and 

circle a number for each topic indicating its 
ISSU^ # 2 (As read from ranking among the 10 topics. 

the podium. ) TiC^ 

1 (S) 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
Major Subject Ca te gory from the Sample Topic Outline : 

Topi c: Legal 

Issue: Males and females are not legally equal in our country. 



Policy Recommendations : 
Ratification of E,R.A, 



Proaram Recommendations: 



Strate g y Recommendations : 
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CORRECTED .REPORT 5/16/80 



WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES 
State Issues Priority Form 



State or Territory: North Dakota 
Contact Person: 



Date: Aprtl 28. 1980 



Milan Chrtstianson 



Ranking of the Topics: Please prioritize the topics in your report and 

circle a number for each topic indicating its 
ISSUE #3 (As read from ranking among the ID topics. 

the podium. \ "^it/ 

1 (£) 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
Major Subject C ategory from the Sample Topic Outline : 



Topic: 



Media 



Is?ug: 



Negative Influence of TV 



Policy Recommendations : 

1, Media should assume jnoral responsibility for the things they present to the public. 

2, Parents should provide definite guidelines and supervisions for television en- 
courage the positive aspects of television programing, discI^s deas lid happenings 

Prc5c :ram^{fe^co^n?mgtrofe PTIlt^-pdels on televis?on 
• and diiicuss sound methods of decision making. 



(continued on back) 



Strategy Recommendations: 
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Policy Recommendations (cont.) 

3. A parental or family decision should be made to ensure that time allocated for 
television viewing fits into an overall family life schedule. 

4. Parents express themselves to companies, boycott unacceptable sponsors, persist 
in sharing objections. 

5. Ban programs which show violence and obscenity. 

6. The FCC be more responsible for its monitoring, land encourage people to express 
their views to both local and national TV stations- 
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CORRECTED REPORT 5/16/80 



WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES 
State Issues Priority Form . 



State or Territory: North Dakota 

Contact Person: Milan CKristfanson 



Date: April 28, 1980 



ISSUE #4 [As 
from tne'^pMi 



Ranking of the Topics : Please prioritize the topics in your report and 

circle a number for each topic indicating its 
^ead ranking among the 10 topics. 



um.J 



3456789 10 



Major Subject Category from the Sample Topic Outline : 



Topic: Legal 



Issue: 



Domestic Violence 



Policy Recommendations : 

Money for sheltered homes for victttns of domestic violence, 
Mandatory sanctions to be imposed for child or spouse beating. 
Seminars around the state. 
More avatlability of services in rural areas. 
Family counsel ling-parent education. 



2, 

4, 
5, 



Program Recommendations: 



Strategy Recommendations : 
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CORRECTED REPORT 5/16/80 



WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES 
State Issues Priority Form 

State or Territory: NortK Dakota Date: April 28. 1980 

Contact Person: Wflan Chn'stfanson 

Ranking of the Topics : Please prioritize the topics in your report and 

circle a number for each topic indicating its 
ISSUE #5 (As read ranking among the 10 topics. 

from the podlumJ 

1 2 3 4 6 7 8 9 10 

Major Subject Category from the Sample Topic Outline : 

Topi c: Education 

There is a need fpr education in faiDily living. 



Policy Recommendations : 
Because of changes tn the lifestyles of American families, children sre often learning 
problem solying, discussing life plans and developing value systems under non-parental 
influences. Since the school 1$ where a good deal of the chlld'^s time is spent, schools 
may Inherit, by default, the task of preparing young people for successful edulthood. 
Schools should take a deliberate step to prepare a child to fact life's problems and to 

PrcJcram Recommendations: 

Ccontinued on back) 



St.rale c; y Recommendation s : 
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PoVicy Recommendations (cont.) 

prepare him to be a contributing member of his own successful family. In order to do 
this, health, family living and psychology classed chould include the following: 

1, Communication skills , developing kind but assertive behavior. 

2. How to conduct a family discussion. 

3- How to handle emotions in a healthy, construct*; ° way. 

4. Conflict resolution ^ how to keep antagonism from erupting into family violence. 

5. How to set reasonable long range goals and move toward them. 

6. Hovv to handle family finances and live withir a budget. 
Recommendation: 

Churches or good quality people in a community should provide education for 
parents in order that parents will have the skills and knowledge necessary 
to teach their children about human sexuality and the issues surrounding it.. 



\ 
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CORRECTED REPORT 5/16/80 

WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES 
State Issues Priority Form 

State or Territory: North Daknt a Date: April 28. 1980 

Contact Person: Mtlan Chrtsttanson 

Ranking of the Topics : Please prioritize the topics in your report and 

circle a number for each topic indicating its 
ISSUE #6 (As read ranking among the 10 topics. 

from the podium, ) '^\if> 

1' 2 3 4 ^J/ 6 7 8 9 10 
Ma)or Subject Category from the Sample Topic Outline : 

Topic: Econonii.cs 

Present tax structure i.s detrimental to families. 



Policy Recommendations : 
T, Abolish inherttance and estate taxes, 

2, Income tax sliould not discriminate between jnarried and single persons, 

3, Increase tax exemption and credits for dependents and child care support, 

including foster child care, 

}-roaram Recommendations: 



Sl.ral cc) y Recommendations : 
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CORRECTED REPORT 5/16/80 



WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES 
State Issues Priority Form 



State or Territory: 
Contact Person: 



"North Dakota 



. Date: April 28. 1980 



Milan Chrfsttanson 



Ranking of the Topics: Please prioritize the topics in your report and 

circle a number for each topic indicating its 
ISSUE #7 (As read ranking among the 10 topics. 

Trom tne podium.) 

1 2 3 4 5 6 03)8 9 10 

Major Subject Category from the Sample Topic Outline : 



I2B£1 Changing Values 



i 



Is5ue: 



Loss of respect for human life. 



Policy Recommendations : 
1. Protection of life from conception to natural death. 



Proaram Recommendations: 



Strategy Recommendations : 
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CORRECTED REPORT 5/16/80 

WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES 
State Issues Priority Form 

State or Territory: North Dakota ^_ Date: April 28, 1980 

Contact Person: Milan Chrtsttanson 

Ranking of the Topics : Please prioritize the topics in your report and 

circle a number for each topic indicating its 
ISSUE #8 (As read ^^^^^^9 among the 10 topics. 

from the podium. ) 

1 2 3 4 5*6 7 9 10 

Major Subject Category from the Sample Topic Outline : 

Topi c: Education 
Is^ue: Secular Humanism 

• Policy Recommendations : 

. 1, "Secular Humanism" which is deflnad by the Supreme Court as a religion shall 
not be incorporated into programs in the public school systom. 

P rdgram Recommendations : 
S tralc q v Recommendations : 
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CORRECTED REPORT 5/16/80 



WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES 
State Issues Priority Form 

State or Territory: North Dalcota Date: April 28, 1980 

Contact Person: Milan Chrtstianson 

Ranking _gM he Topics : Please prioritize t}^e topics in your report and 

circle a number for each topic indicating its 
ranking among the 20 topics. . 

ISSUE m ^As read 

'^Si^^^^^m^ 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 (T) 10 

Major subject Category from the Sample Topic Outline: 



Changttig Values - Employment 
^^^^^-1 Society is not giving the support to parents that it did in the past. 



Policy Recomrn e ndations : 
1, SociCity should encourage a pro-chtid attitude, in the workplace, the marketplace, etc. 
Employers should cor.^rider that. employees, both male and female, have family 
considerations which are important to them and should structure work situations in 
such a Way as to provide time for employees to be with their families. 

Program Recommendations : 



St.rgtcci y Recommendations : 
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CORRECTED REPORT 5/16/80 



WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES 
State Issues Priority Form 

State or Territory: North Dakota ^_ Date: April 28, 1580 

Contact Person: Mtlan Christianson 

Ranking of the Topics : Please prioritize the topics in your report and 

circle a number for each topic indicating its 
ISSUE #10 rA. ro.d ^^"^^"9 among the 10 topics. 

from the podium J ^ // ^ 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 (P) 10 

Major Subject Category from the Sample Topic Outline : 



^^P^^' Educati 



on 



1 s ^u c * 

Relatior'ship oV state to church schools. 



Policy Recommendations : 

1. -De-cpntrpl church-related schools with the exception of standardized academic 
achteyement testing, 



Prdaram Recommendations; 



Strate g y Recommendations : 
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CORRECTED REPORT 5/16/80 



WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES 
State Issues Priority Form 



State or Territory: 
Contact Person: 



North Dakota 



Date : Aprtl 28, 1980 



Milan Chrfsttanson 



Ranking of the Topics : Please prioritize the topics in your report and 

circle a number for each topic indicating its . 
:SSUE #11 (As read ranking among the 10 topics. 

Tom tne podium.) Ju'^ 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 10 
Major Subject Category from the Sample Topic Outline : 



Topi c: 



Education 



Issue: 



Curriculum 



Policy Recommendations : 

1, Sex education in public schools be taught within context of jDorality. 

2, Rrturn to incregsedjocad control of schoolst 

3, Return to basics in' education, including the promotion of love of learning, 

4, Parents- should be actively involved in text, curriculum, and staff selection, 
5^ Make known to children an optional choice of roles and careers. 



Program Recommendations: 6, 



Change copyright laws to enable good TV or radio pro- 
grams to be recorded and used at the discretion of the 
individual schools and teachers. 



Siraieqy f'ecommendations : 
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CORRECTED REPORT 5/16/80 

I 



WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES 
Stale Issues Priority Form 

SUte or Territory: North Dakota ^ate: April 28, 1980 



Contact Person: Htlan-Chrfstfanson 

Ranking of the Topics : Please prioritise the topics in your report and 

3 ""'"ber for ach topicTdicS iS 
ISSUE f^2 CAs read ranking among the 10 topics. 

Trom the poJium. ) 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 (^\o 
Major Subject Category from the Sample Tnpir nnti;^. . 



Topi c: c 

— — Economics 



Issue: . *i 4.- 

Inflation pressures on families, 



Policy Recommendat ions 
1. 



Prggram Recommendations : 



Strateg y Recommendations : 
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CORRECTED REPORT 5/15/80 



WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES 
State Issues Priority Form 

State or Territory: North. Daicota Date: April 28, 1980 

Contact Person: Mtlan'Chrlstianson 

Ranking of the Topics : Please prioritize the topics in your report and 

circle a number for each topic indicating its 
ISSUE #13 (As read '"""^^"^ the 10 topics. 

from the poai urn, ) ^//^ 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 10 
Major Subject Category from the Sample Topic Outline : 

Topic: Minortty 



Issue: 



A severely deprived group in North Dakota in regard to poverty, bad health, 
alcoholism, unemployment, mental illness and low educational attainment, is 
Native people on reservations, These federal and state programs that have 
been extended to them have largely proven inadequate and wasteful and have 
not involved much participation or leadership from Native people themselves. 



Policv Recommendations: 



1, The society representing the dominant culture in N,D, respect ir.ore sensitively the 
culture of Native people and involve them fully in policy decision. 



Proaram Recommendations: 



Strateg y Recommendations : 
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SECTION G 



STATE OF OHIO 

WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES 
ISSUE SUMMARY FORM 



ISSUE NUMBER 1 



What can be done to reduce and eliminate domestic violence, child abuse, 
famtly stress and instability in the american homes? 



POLICir RECOMMENDATIONS: 



The Federal Government should develop and support a program of family life 
education for youth and families^ 



PROGRAM RECOMMENDATIONS: 



1. Channel federal funds so that courses will be available, in schools and 

comuunlty organizations, for children, youth, and families, to teach 

parenting skills, communication skills, child care, and non-violent 
problem solving skills. 



STRATEGY RECOMMENDATIONS: 



1. Charge the White House Conference on Families to assist state and local 
groups to present this recommendation to the National Office on the Family 
for implementation. 



Hi 



STATE OF OHIO 



WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES 
ISSUE SUMMARY FORM 



ISSUE NUMBER 2 

How can the declining moral values in the family be reversed? 
POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1. Federal government should resist and seek to reverse judicial decisions 
which Indicate that considerations of comfort, convenience and economic 
expediency take precedence over human life. 

2. Obsolete the laws and policies which favor secular humanism over other 
religious beltefs; encouragement to provide spiritual - moral values tradi- 
tional to American life. 

3. Establishment of controls on portrayal of sex, violence, and immoral 
lifestyles tn the media. 

4. Upgr^^de and recognize the traditional Judeo-Christlan Role of mothers - 
In-the-home. 

PROGRAM RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1, Pa^sss^ge of a human life amendment to U.S. Constitution ~ e.g. "right to 
life of 2^11 Innocent persons from conception to natural death. 

2. Aniend the Social Security Act so Medicaid funds will not be used for 
s^faortion. 

3. Women should be informed of all consequences (physical, psychological) 
before undergoing an abortion. 

4. Parents should be Informed before minors undergo an abortion. 

5. The government should not seek to define "personhood" on the basis of 
"we^ntedness" or "usefulness" to the Society; this pertains to the unborn, 
the handlcfi^pped, the mentally 111, the aged, the Infirm, the dying. 

6, P?iss the "Family Protection Act" CUS Senate Bill 1808). 

7, Pass a law eliminating the favoring of secular humanism in public schools. 

8, The FCC and other pertinent governmental agencies should set strict standards 
for decency in the media and have stiff penalties for non-compliance. 
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MHCF ~ Issue Summary Form on Is sua #2 
(Con't) Pg. 2 



PROGRAM RECOMMENDATIONS: 



9. Support Public Broadcasting Systems CPBS) in hometown. 

10. Encourage American businessmen not to sponsor advertising or programming 
that undermines traditional American moral values. 

11. Discourage passage of ERA. 

12. Defeat attempt to make laws requiring that homemakers contribute to Social 
Security. 

13. Discourage Executive Branch of government from advocating ERA. 

14. Adopt policies that stop inflation so that the mother is not forced to work 
outside the home Cbecause of Inflation). 



STRATEGY RECO^?MENDATIONS: 



It Raitiflcaition by states 

Write Letters to Legislators 

2. Call a constitutional convention by lobbying state legislators to make 
this "call" - provided laws be passed beforehand to limit this convention 
to "human life amendment." 

3. Write Congressmen and Senators calling for this to be amended. 

4. Write to Oh.1o Legislators to support HB 879 (Ken Rocco, sponsor). 

5. Write national legislators in support of sections 504, 505, 506 of 
Family Protection Act . 

6. Lobby legislators for this purpose. 

7. Write US Senators and encourage them to sponsor bill. 

8. Write Ohio Senators and encourage them to sponsor the bill. 

9. Write federal and state representatives to encourage them to consider 
this In revision of minimum standards for public schools. 

10. Write Director of Ohio Department of Education to urge this. 

11. Eliminate US Department of Education and the Director, who is a secular 
humanist. 

12. ' Encourage county proscecutors to enforce current laws on pornography. 
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WHCF ~ Issue Simmary Form on Issue #2 
(Con't) Pg. 3 

STRATEGY RECOMMENDATIONS: 

13. Encourage legislation on a federal level to define that pornography is 
not a valid expression of 1st amendment rights. 

14. Write national representatives and senators to encourage this. 

15. Become a member of PBS in your hometown. 

16, Mithdrfiiw financial support from businesses which do contribute to 
undermining traditional moral values; and write the businesses telling 
thfijD why, 

17, Support businesses which do affirm traditional moral values; write and 
tell them so. 

18, Rescind the ERA In states that have ratified it. 

19, Write legislators, 

20. Write to White House. 

21 « Constitutional amendment to balance budget. 
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STATE or OHIO 



WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES 
^ ISSUE SUMMARY FORM 



ISSUE NUMBER 3 



How can resources be generated to provide parent and family education and 
promote family unity, communication, parenting skills and coirmitment to 
famtly responsibilities and discipline? 



POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1. That all societal institutions should place a high priority on programs 
and services that support and enhance family life. 

PROGRAM RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1, FAMILY EDUCATION PROGRAMS WITH EMPHASIS ON: 

' fl^'^j'?9 parent and family courses required in school curriculum. 
• Utilize existing or develop additional parent, and family educational 
programs. 

} • Value clarification skills that facilitate conscious decision making. 



2. FAMILY SUPPORT SYSTEMS, WITH EMPHASIS ON: 

• Comnunity centers for family education with programs and services for all 

• Services for families in crisis. 

..Encourage and educate industry to support and realize the importance of 
family. 

3. MEDIA: 



• Encourage to promote positive family values. 

• To promote existing family community programs. 



STRATEGY RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1. That the state board of education examine and draft required family 
curriculum in the schools. 

2. Encourage Social Service and Mental Health Agencies to use programs for 
creative family living. 



3. Encourage private development of family programs and services, especially 
for families in stress. 
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STATE OF OHIO 



WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES 
ISSUE SUMMARY FORM 



ISSUE NUMBER 4 



How can the responsibility for the education of children be shared among 
parents, teachers, and scliool systems to ensure quality of education and 
competency commensurate with ability of each child? 



POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1. Return control of schools to local coimiunity. 
- ELIMINATE STATE AND FEDERAL CONTROL 

• Give state riahts to determine teacher qualifications. 

• Return control of school system to local level by completely eliminating 
federal and state funding. 

• Get feder^il government out of the education system as soon as possible. 
Cut the strings of money from federal and state sources. 

• f Increase psirent involvement in decision-making in school. 

Cancel eili present "TITLE" programs in education, and return money 
In block grants. 
Definition of FAMILY, 

Encourage textbooks and educational material which promote traditional 
fajnily Instead of belittle It. 
Better cownunicatlon between home and school. 
Provide eeirly yeeirs educational processes for family for child 
development which would involve parent involvement from the beginning, 
•ti Since the Supreme Court has declared secular humanism a religion, it 
should be barred from being taught in public schools. 



PROGRAM RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1. All curriculum and policies be developed and determined at local level 
with mcuclmum input from parents. 

Obteiin more interest from parents by ads. 

Encourage and utilize present successful programs at local level. 
Develop programs to ensure parent participation at all levels of 
educe(tTon. 

School systems and boards should be set on farm co-op basis Cas example). 
Ensiire family and tax payer participation and involvement. 

2. Support and implement S-1808. 

3. Adopt definition of family below: 
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WHCF — Issue Suimiary Form o \ Issue #4 
(Con't) Pg. .2 



PROGRAM RECOMMENDATIONS: 

The FAMILY consists of .persons who are related by a legal marriage 
between unrelated Cby blood) individuals of the opposite sex and the 
children of this relationship are to be called the ex tended family . 
This Includes all generation descendants, offsprings and relatives by 
blood or marriage of the individuals who are the basis of the legal 
marriage. Includeci in thfs family is the legally adopted individual in 
a daughter or son relationship to the family. We acknowledge that in 
our society there are diverse groups that want recognition and we 
recognize them as existing but not as FAMILY. All other groups of 
persons living together are to be regarded as COOPERATIVELY OPERATING 
GROUPS. 



STRATEGY RECOMMEMDATIONS: 

1. Promote and feicilitate blocks of money to schools with disbursement of 
such funds to be decided solely on a local level with no federal strings 
eittached. 

2. - Elect delegates (Senators and Representatives) that are pro-family. 

- Elect Senators and Representatives who support elimination of federal 
funds for education. 

- Urge Congressmen to eliminate all federal and state controls on education 
^ and pet^Jm to local control. 

3. Implement S-1808 through education of the public by forum. 
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STATE OF OHIO 



WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES 
ISSUE SUMMARY FORM 



ISSUE NUMBER 5 



What policies will ensure econonjic security and slow the rate of inflation 
for the average American family? 



POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1. The federal government should revise its tax policies to strengthen families 
defined 3S follows: 

The FAMILY consists of persons who are related by a legal tie betwep.n unrelated 
(By Blood) individuals of the opposite sex and the children of this relationship 
IS to fae called the extended family . This includes all generation descendants, 
offsprings and relatives by blood or marriage of the individuals who are the 
b^sis of the le^al marriage. Included in the family is the legally adopted 
individual In a daughter or son relationship to the family. We acknowledge 
that in our society there are diverse groups that want recognition and we 
recognize them as existing faut not a FAMILY. All other groups of persons liv- 
ing together are to be regarded as COOPERATIVELY OPERATING GROUPS . This defini- 
tion for family will also be understood to include single parent families and 
foster parents. 

2. Prioritize government spending. 

3. Put more money in economy. 



PROGRAM RECOMMENDATIONS: 
For Policy #1. 

1. Tax deductions which help to keep the family intact. 

a.) Deduction for keeping elderly at the homes of their children. 

Bl Deductions for pre-school and handicapped children and/or dependent 

adults; When parent stays home to care for them, 
cl Allow trust accounts to save for the eventual care of parents - $1500/yr 

maximum deduction per parent, 
di Allow $3,000 tax exemption for the care of sick parents in child's home 

and exemption for medical expenses involved in that care. 

2. No tax on the Interest on t;id1vidual savings accounts. 

3. All medical expenses Cdoctor, dentist, eye, etc.) are deductible. 

For Pol icy i2, 

1. Federal taxes for state and local use shall not leave Ohio. 

2. , Sunset law on all Federal projects. 

3. Top priority for federal spending should be social services and providing 
the necessities of life to each individual. 
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WHCF — Issue Summary Fdrm on Issue ItS 
(Con't) Pg. 2 



PROGRAM RECOhWENDATIONS: 
For Policy #3. 

K In crease tax breaks for free enterprise business. 

Z. Have U.S. Constitutional Amencment to require a balanced budget 

eliminate debt, 
3. Create more jobs by eliminating regulatory agencies. 



119 



STATE OF OHIO 

WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES 
ISSUE SUMMARY FORM 

ISSUE NUMBER 6 

How can government better serve the people without interfering and 
infringing on individual rights, parental rights and without having 
negative impact on families? 

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1. Federal policy should Insure the rights of all persons from conception 
to natural death. 

2. Federal and State policy should support the Traditional Family Unit 
In all ways. CFajnily here defined as: See Attached statement by 
Jil Wilson]. 

3. Decrease the Influence of the Federal Government by increasing and 
strengthening local control. 

PROGRAM RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1, Passage of Human Life Amendment. 

2, Pass Laxalt Family Protection Act. 

3, Eliminate federal funding of: Health, Education, and Welfare. Return 
funding and policy responsibilities to local government. 

STRATEGY RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1. Elect men and women who will pass Human Life Amendment. 

2. Letters to legislators. 

3. Elect at all levels people who will support this. 
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WHCF — Issue Suimiary Form on Issue #6 
(Con't) Pg. 2 



AHACHED STATEMENT 

POLICY RECOMMENDATION: 

The FAMILY consists of persons who are related by a legal ties between 
unrelated (by blood) individuals of the opposite sex and the children 
of this relationship are to be called the extended family . This includes 
all generation descendants, offsprings and relatives by blood or marriage 
of the Individuals who are the basis of the legal marriage. Included in 
the family is the legally adopted individual in a daughter or son 
relationship to the family. We acknowledge that in our society there 
are diverse groups that want recognition and we recognize them as 
existing But not.as FAMILY. All other groups of persons living 
together are to be regarded as COOPERATIVELY OPERATING GROUPS . This 
definition for family will also be understood to include single parent 
families. 
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STATE OF OHIO 

WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES 
ISSUE SUMMARY FORM 

ISSUE NUMBER 7 . 

What can be done to diminish the abuse of drugs and alcohol among 
children and adults? 

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1. Eliminate all the illegal sources of drugs and alcohol. 

2. Families have a right to rear their children in a society that discourage 
misuse of alcohol and drug with the recognition that all agencies and 
organizations should recognize the problem. Government, private, and 
institutions have a responsibility to use their resources to deal with 
alcohol and drug abuse. 

3. Provide more dollars for education to the schools and the comnunity and 
for the prevention and rehabilitation of drug and alcoholic problems of 
children and adults, 

PROGRAM RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1. Enforce existing laws concerning suppliers of drugs. 

2. White House and State Department should place sanctions on any country 
that grows plants that produce drugs. 

3. Do not legalize marijuana. 

4. Curtail media advertisements and programming which encourage use of 
cilcohol and drugs. 

5. Positive advertisements against alcohol and drug use similar to those 
used on smoking. 

6. Programs to strengthen families to cope with stresses such as: parentinq 
skills and family life education. 

7. Educational programs for teachers, administrators, parents and students at 
all educational levels. Also educational programs for community members 
including law enforcement officials, hospital staff, and Doctors. 

8. Establishment of community activities centers. 

9. Federal Government should establish education programs to deal with stress 
and oiaxlety. ' , 

10. Develop counseling and hospital programs to help abusers, 
n. Research to Identify causes of alcohol and drug misuse. 
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WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES 
ISSUE SUMMARY FORM 



ISSUE NUMBER 8 

In what ways can the positive responsibilities of the media be utilized 

to support traditional moral values and eliminate the effect of pornography, 

violence, and crime in the media on morality and values? 



POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1. Media shall evaluate the impact on families and become more responsive 
to families and less responsive to the commercial market place. 

2, Develop media standards which reflect, promote, and protect the family 
as defined consistent with the American ideas of life, liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness.4 



PROGRAM RECOWENDATIONS: 

1, Citizen groups representative of family people given a voice in and 
representation on the Federal Communication Commission. 

For progranroing purposes, the definition of family shall be: head of 
household living with one or more legally or blood related persons in a 
process. of mutual growth, reciprocal conmitment, shared responsibility 
and self-sacrificing performance on behalf of themselves and conmunity. 

3, Develop a system of rating TV shows by using a more representative 
sample than the Nielsen system or method. i 

4. Public education regarding responsibility of families, citizens to 
actively influence media and advertising. 

5, Present positive models of traditional working-well family. 

6. Develop brief messages that help youth cope with developmental and social 
problems such as violence, sex, drugs, and the inactivity of watching TV. 

7, Journalism - media schools develop curricula to understand, promote, and 
protect the family. 

8. Develop rnedia programming to portray sex as having special significance in 
traditional family living, i.e. celibacy, monogamy, and genuine caring are 
to be presented positively. 
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WHCF Issue Sunmary Form on Issue #7 
(Con't) Pg. 2 



STRATEGY RECONWENDATIONS: 

1. Contact FCC about advertisements and programs. 

2. Form local Citizen Action groups to promote the positive aspects of not 
using Drugs and Alcohol. * 

3. Organize Citizens groups, to rate media on their positive or negative 
response to drug and alcohol programming. 

4. Recognize local groups that encourage family growth and development. 

5. Surcharge to be by the States. Funds to be earmarked for Alcohol and 
Drug education, prevention, and treatment on the local level. 

6. Write Senators and Representatives about the problem and the need for 
federal funding of local programs with local control of program. 
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PROGRAM RECOMMENDATIONS: 



9. Program out the glorification of and rewarding of crime, violence, 
illicit sex. 

10. Programming is to be^ balanced to reflect a more realistic picture of 
positive family life without stereotyping and sensationalism. 

11. All prograinning should enhance educational and academic excellance. 

12. New media to reflect and affirmation of positive actions and attitudes 
in family and society. 

13. Assurance of a balanced presentation of controversial issues affecting 
the family. 



STRATEGY RECOWENDATIONS: 



1. The elections of citizens to the Federal Communications Commission. 

2. Change law to include the election process of members of the FCC. 

3. Work with existing citizen's groups to establish representation. 

4. Contact congressmen to assist in change and program implementation at 
national and local levels. 

5. Telespot messages. 

6. More use of conmunity service time on media for citizens groups related 
to family life. » 

7. Encourage positive feedback to media on positive programnings i.e. to 
station owners and sponsors. 

8. Encourage the Federal Department of Education to develop task force to 
develop materials on families which includes local citizen group input. 



STATE OF OHIO 



WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES 
ISSUE SUMMARY FORM 



ISSUE NUMBER 9 



How should the judicial system be improved to protect and enhance 
family functioning and make marriage laws uniform in all fifty states? 

t 



POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS: 



1, Courts should require premarital counseling and education. 

2, There should be a constitutional restrictions in the traditional 
definition of family and family responsibilities. 

3, Courts should recognize the rights of parental authority. 



PROGRAM RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1. Counseling programs should be established through churches and designated 
Social Agencies. Completion of such premarital counseling should be 
required before a marriage license is granted. 

2. Define family as couple of opposite sex, united in legal marriage with 
their blood related children or those legally adopted. Mandate tha same 
definition for the judiciary. 

3. Enact legislation that specifies the parents' rights in school, health, and 
legal matters of minors and revise laws that interfere with parents' rights 
In raising children. 



STRATEGY RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1. write your Senators and Congressman. Couples should pay for their own 
counseling, if extra money is needed to process the forms add $1.00 to 
the license fee. 

2. Lobby Representatives to define family so that a Judge in Nevada cannot 
define a family differently from a Judge in Ohio. 

3. Lobby local bar associations to urge formulation of model legislation in 
these areas. 
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WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON FAMILIES 
ISSUE SU^WARY FORM 



ISSUE NUMBER 10 

How should the Social Supportive Services Delivery System be structured 
to enhance the Social Functioning of Families? 



POLICY RECOMMENDAHONS: 

1. Policy development, decision making, administration and accountability 
for social services be focused at the county level and be based on 
locally identified needs; with emphasis on encouraging families to 
be more independent and self sufficient. 



PROGRAM RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1, Coirniunity information and referral center with a strong outreach effort. 

2. Ongotng local needs assessment with emphasis on prevention. 



STRATEGY RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1. The centralizing of human services into an umbrella concept, with 
an emphasis on the delivery of quality services. 

2. More supportative services at the local level and county coordinatin 
councils. 



ERIC 
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STRATEGY RECOMMENDATIONS: 

4. Create Citizen's Committees to work with the local Judges and the bar 
association to effect recommendations for model legislation. 

5, write Congressman and Senators. 
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SECTION H 
TRENDS AND CHAJIGE IN MARRIAGE AND FAMILY 

Changes and effects of change on the American family were echoed by numerous tes- 
timonies. .Recommendations called either for the recognition of alternative life- 
styles or the nonrecognition or dissolution of a lifestyle contrary to the tradi- 
tional nuclear family. Research on the family was expressed as a prime need in 
order to understand the changing family and the impact of the social changes upon 
it. Government's influence on and policy toward the family elicited many rec- 
ommendations. 

Recommendations are summarized: 
FAMILY POLICY 

Families have been overlooked by policy makers. Policy, according to many 
persons, should be written to "keep children and families together," and to "sup- 
port and clarify the purpose of the family as a matter of national concern." 

Fragmented services to "the delinquent child," the elderly dependent, the 
mother, serve only to fragment families. Services should also se^rve the family 
as a whole. In order to do this, family policy must be established to guide 
government programs at all levels. 

Many recommendations concerned the need for government - national, state, 
local - to- formulate policies that promote the family and enhance its image. 

"All policies impact upon the family" and suggestions were that "Family Im- 
pact Statements" be attached to each piece of local, state and federal legisla- 
i tion so that legislators are forced to think through legislation and how it af- 
fects the family. 

Many persons asked for a cautious approach to the development of family 
policy and asked that "government support families not intrusively, but with sen- 
sitivity to the needs of human beings," Others urged government ro "stay out of 
the family and its business." 

ALTERNATIVE LIFESTYLES 

Some testimony recommended that persons following alternative lifestyles, liv- 
ing in nontraditional families, being noncustodial parents should receive equitable 
favor under the law as do nuclear families. This testimony favored recognizing 
tlje traditional as well as the nontraditional family, with services and policies 
attuned to the needs of all forms of families. 

Concern for families - in whatever form - should be reflected in jxist tax 
structures, non-restrictive emplcyment practices and benefits, access to credit 
and other consumer advantages, recognition by health care providers of the indi- 
vidual's right to self-determination and zoning law changes which allow for col- 
lective home ownership. 
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A recommendation voiced a portion of the contributors was the need for 
changes in tax laws and recognition of extended family situations and alterna- 
tive lifestyles. 

Other recommendations concerned the need to inform others about alternative 
lifestyles through public awareness programming, educational programs and pri- 
vate and public sector policies and programs. 

Recognizing the family only as father, mother and children - clearly de- 
fining the family as persons who are related by blood, marriage or adoption, 
was the recommendation of many Pennsylvanians . 



RESEARCH ON THE FAMILY 

In order to understand the family, research is needed on "grass roots fami- 
lies" — what they think and feel about themselves and the direction in which 
• they are going. 

Many participants asked that research find the answers to social questions: 
"Should single parent families be encouraged? What are the causes and ways of 
preventing domestic violence? What are the effects of parent education? Sex 
education?" 

i 

Other recommendations sought answers from research on families' role in 
educational achievement, resistance to delinquency and violence, intellectual 
and artistic aspiration, religious convictions and sex role identifications. 

Some suggestions: endow universities with funds to support application- 
oriented research in the area of family problems; initiate an impact study on 
the process of regulations and legislation on the family. 

Research on the family is vital, according to the people making recommenda- 
tions. "Everything ! been researched but the family." 



ORGANIZATIONS AND SERVICES TO FAMILIES 



Families can benefit from and improve upon the quality of their lives by using 
public and private services. * Testimony concerned the lack of services to mfeet 
a specific need, services which ^ interfere with family responsibilities, or ser- 
vices which focus on a family member and not the total family as a unit. Recom- 
mendations primarily concerned specific ways in which government and nongovernment 
sectors can help families meet the needs of its members. 

Recommendations are summarized: 
FEDERi^L GOVERNMEI^T 

Federal government's effect on families was perceived as both positive and 
negative, according to the testimony. Government can be "a welcome ally"; its 
regulations should be "simplified, rationalized and made fair"; "it should not 
interfere in family affairs." 



130 



Many submitted testimony in favor of government helping families to help 
themselves, through necessary programs of subsidized health care, social security, 
educational loans, job training programs and free and reduced meal programs. 
Recommendations called for welfare reform and equitable taxes. Overwhelmingly, 
the recommendations favored the need for government to consider the effects of 
its legislation on the family. 

Government was also urged to challenge individuals and families to act more 
independently , , , rely less on government , , . cooperate more with others in rora- 
munities and neighborhoods. 

Government was asked to consider the needs of different types of families 
and offer equitable help t^o all, particularly to families with children whose 
parents are employed or for single parents. 

Equitable programs or help should come from government for families whose 
mother chooses to stay at home with the children or parents who have children in 
day-care and work out of necessity. "Guard against artificial constraints on 
families, limiting programs to segments of society so that we are not pushed into 
being a two-class society: the haves who can afford family life and the have-nots 
who can't." 

Huch testimony challenged government to refrain from making the family a po- 
litical issue, to cut down on spending, to be efficient, to set an example ... 
"preferably a Christian example of leadership." 



STATE GOVERNMENT 

Welfare reform was a major topic of concern to Pennsylvanians who submitted 
testimony am' Family Forum recommendations. 

Recommendations ranged from a blunt: "Reform welfare!" to asking for the 
establishment of a more appropriate standard for grants and adequate public assis- 
tance grant levels based on strongest claims o^ need- 
Other suggestions: able bodied workers should work on state projects, or 
should be dropped from the welfare rolls if a job is foiand for them and they re- 
fuse to work; others asked that those removed should be retained in training pro- 
grai*::? "until a well-matured plan devised by government and industry produces a 
definite employment strategy." 

Specific suggestions called for consolidation of existing agencies - public, 
private, state and local. Counties making consolidation efforts sh,ould receive 
financial and itechnical support from the Commonwealth. 

States should license industrial locations, regulate size of land hoxoxng and 
leasing, prohibit interest in more than one source of energy, mandate public re- 
view of accounting systems, limit corporate board membership to one membership aL 
any one time and ensure that corporate boards represent a cross section of specia- 
lists. 
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LAWS 

There were recurring albeit conflicting recommendations to pass the ERA, and 
to defeat it; to support the family protection act and to pass the human life 
amendment. Other recommendations ranged from urging passage of specific legisla- 
tion to monitoring the effect of legislation on the family as a unit. 

Patriotic themes of bringing back the flag salute in schools and strictly 
enforcing the Constitution recurred, as well as recommendations to return prayer 
in the schools. 

Equity as it pertains to tax laws, especially as it affects married couples, 
social security, family form and divorce were recommended. 

Recommendations stressed the importance of examining legislation to see 
whether it supports the rights of the individual to the detriment of the family 
unit. Legislation should not invade the privacy of families or strip from parents 
their rights of decision for their children, was the opinion expressed by some. 

Legislation supportive of single parents, children and youth, the unborn 
child and displaced homemakers was recommended. Any legislation, before enact- 
ment, should be evaluated in terms of its impact upon the family as a unit. Regu- 
lations affecting families should be periodically evaluated by focusing on their 
actual impact. "This evaluation should aggressively seek the opinion of providers 
and clients." 



COMMUNITY GROUPS 

A return to family-centered activities was reflected in the recommendations 
made in this category. For example, the community should become more involved in 
sponsoring family activities. 

A community-^wide effort to compile, publish and advertise social and recrea- 
tional services and events to its residents was suggested by a number of testi- 
fiers. Another suggestion: local community events calendars should be adopted, 
which would not only help publicize events but would also enable one night a week 
be left free from any gatherings, meetings or events and reserved for family ac- 
tivities. 

Other recommendations stressed that programs in the community should rein- 
force the role of parents or help families focus on the ability of private and 
public service providers to provide help. "Such organizations (churches, busi- 
nesses, unions and voluntary organizations) might give support to the notion of 
families helping families." 

There were also recommendations which encouraged continued and expanded sup- 
port for community organizations (Youth Hostel, International Childbirth Education, 
La Leche League, "Y's", and others), or advocated that money now spent for com- 
munity protection be channeled into boys' and girls' clubs, hobby centers and 
trade schools. 



RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS 



Many stated that religious institutions are a source of strength to families 
and are properly responsible for giving guidance in moral and spiritual matters. 
This important role should be recognized by government and nongovernment sectors 
and should receive more deference and support. 

Religiou*? institutions according to much testimony, should offer services to 
the family as a unit and be relevant to familv needs, offering aid to families 
in times of need and serving as the main source of help to familie.^ in crisis. 

Government should call upon these institutions to give moral and religious 
guidance to people and should treat religious institutions with def'erence, re- 
cognizing their role as a source of counsel and support for families. 

Specific services which the religious institutions are being asked to pro- 
vide include: premarital counseling; counseling for the family and for family 
members with individual problems; help with family decision making; provision 
of materials for parents to use in teaching children; reaching out to individuals 
who are not part of a nuclear or traditional family; providing support groups; 
creating family cjvusters within congregations so that people can be a part of an 
extended toally; matching adults/grandparents with children from single parent 
homes within congregations. 

Religious institutions were also asked to become aware of existing community 
services and to co-sponsor cooperative programs with local family-serving social 
agencies. 



SOCIAL SERVICES 

Summarization becomes difficult when recommendations fill thirteen pages and 
comments focus on social services in toto. The primary concexm, however, was a 
need for family-centered services that treat the family as well as the troubled 
family member. Entire families, as well as indiv'^ual family members, should be 
eligible service recipients. 

Before a family is in crisis, social services should be available' that aim to 
prevent crises and support the family as a unit. Agencies, it was suggested, 
should engage experienced, professional help "early on," before a crisis develops. 

It was suggested that agencies provide a complete family service package 
which would serve to cement a family instead of dividing it. Additionally, an 
integration of services which would facilitate a pooling of resources, joint plan- 
ning, new approaches to service delivery, flexibility and high quality services 
was recommended. 

Testimony called for an increase in communications between agencies and other 
service providers and schools, hospitals, courts and religious institutions. One 
recommendation urged development of a well publicized family infoinnation bureau to 
inform families of services that satisfy physical, emotional and educational needs. 




Several recommendations concerned agencies failure to provide accurate In- 
formation and offer convenient office hours; In addition, Intimidating rules 
and regulations prevented people from using services. Suggested was local modi- 
fication of services which would b€.tter serve local needs. 

Recommendations urged services for children, the poor, unskilled workers 
and the elderly with preventive programs by schools, hospitals, health-care 
clinics and communities as a whole. 

Because the family tinit possesses strengths, it can best serve its members; 
however, it needs support and training to function at its best. Funding for 
these family services - for counseling, treatment, prevention and enrichment - 
should be available. And providers should ensure these services are prompt, ac- 
cessible, flexible affordable and home-based, with eligibility based on need 
rather than income. 



CHILD DAY CARE 

The need for qixality child care arrangements that are affordable and avail- 
able to those who need them was the concern of a great many people. Equally re- 
current were recoimnendations that day care should receive no federal funding, be- 
cause a mother's place is at home with- her children. 

Specific recommendations regarding expansion of day care concerned: infant/ 
toddler day care; after school care for children K-6; after school alternatives 
for junior and senior high school students; drop-in day. care; better child care 
in rural areas; on-site child care provided by employers. 

Funding should come from the government through incentives given to business 
and industry for developing day care semrlces for employees; through Office of 
Education for before-and after-school child care for school-age children with 
parents charged on their ability to pay. 

Quality child care can be ensured by offering professional salaries and bene- 
fits to staff; or, it was suggested, supplement the staff with "foster" grand- 
parents. Quality, many felt, can also be ensured if parents have input in child 
care delivery, and parent advisory groups on the local, state and national level 
are operable. Government should encourage the corporate community to share in the 
responsibility for day care .and should expand Title XX to include participation of 
middle- income parents on a fee-paying basis. 

Services within day care should be expanded to offer parent education, coun- 
seling, and nutritional information. On-site child care services, in colleges, 
hospitals, churches and synagogues, businesses and in all neighborhoods, were 
recommended. Community centers and playgroxind facilities where children of all 
ages can participate were related concerns. 

Many who testified see day care as a primary need for working mothers. Others, 
who feel a parent or immediate relative should care for children in the pre-school 
years, oppose the provision of publicly supported day care. 

I 

Many recomni^ndations urged passage of Comprehensive Child Care Legislation. 
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ADULT DAY CARE 



Adult day care - for the elderly or the handicapped - should not be just 
babysitting, according to the recommendations. It should minister to the "whole" 
person, providing physical care, rehabilitation therapy, and inclusion of the 
whole family and not just the adult needing care. 

Adult day care enables the person's family members to be employed and allows 
the individual to remain with their families without needing institutionalization. 
Charges for day care should be assessed on a sliding scale, with funding from 
local, state and federal governments. 



FOSTER CARE 

Controversy over foster care was expressed in the recommendations. Some called 
for an end to foster care, either returning children to their natural families or 
placing them for adoption. 

Alternatives to foster care were: funding foster care through the extended 
family or offering broad services to the natural family, thus enabling the child 
to stay in the family unit. 

If foster care is used, agencies should include six-month reviews of the cases 
so that children do not become lost in substitute care all of their lives. With 
a continuum of services, natural parents should be able to have their children re- 
turned to them within one to two years. 



ADOPTION AND ADOPTION SERVICES 

Many who testified on this topic were emphatically in favor of encouraging 
adoption. Among the recommendations: give tax breaks to adoptive parents; en- 
courage adoption rather than abortion; allow monetary help to meet the expenses of 
an unma rried woman who chooses to carry a baby to term and offer it for adoption; 
give insurance benefits to adoptees. 

Federal and state laws and regulations should be viable and realistic and 
allow some initiative in allowing adoption rather than foster care when the natural 
family cannot care for the child despite service intervention. 

In all cases, urged the recommendations, children should grow up in families 
of their own - natural or adoptive, but not in limbo. 



PHYSICAL HEALTH AND THERAPY SERVICES 

Family centered medical services and health care for both prevention and treat- 
ment were widely recommended. Other recommendations urged high quality, safe health 
care with consumer involvement at all levels of services. 

Doctors and dentists should treat people regardless of their ability to pay. 
Prompt, fair reimbursement could make this possible. Free health' care for all 
children should be a reality. 
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Medicare reimbursenient and/or tax relief for families with elderly, handi- 
capped or Infirmed members would ensure that family members could be cared for 
within the family setting by their own relatives. 

Specific recommendations stated that courts should not award outrageous 
settlements in malpractice suits. Medicaid should reimburse at the same rate 
as Medicare; families should be charged as a unit for the same illness, not as 
individuals. 

Government was asked by many to establish comprehensive national health in- 
surance, funded like Social Security to avoid reliance on the insurance industry. 
A related recommendation asked that means be provided to establish nonprofit 
consumer-controlled community health associations. 

Funding was recommended for: physical exams for those people over 60; cov- 
erage for Medicaid residents' nursing home costs; preventive health services for 
day care users; health education; quality health care for rural areas; expanded 
and improved public health services and adequate, reliable translation services 
ensured through authoritative intervention, with noncompliance affecting hospital 
accreditation requirements. 

Legislation was urged that would, increase home health care benefits, ensur- 
ing an alternative to institutionalization, require immunization against dis- 
eases that cause mental retardation and other handicaps, mandate genetic studies 
on young couples and require that surgical procedures for any person under 18 be 
performed only with parental consent. 

Funding, it was recommended, should be available for hospice care; technical 
assistance at home for dialysis families; educational programs to warn people 
against smoking, drinking and drugs; .distribution of information on diethylstil- 
bestrol to children of mothers who ingested this drug. 

Train families in first-aid, urged some participants, and encourage and train 
them to be aware of early recognition of physical and psychological needs of their 
dependents. 



MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES 

Mental health services need to be preventative and family centered ^ . according 
to the testimony. Mental health centers, educational programs, treatment review 
teams, seminars and parent training were suggested. 

Reimbursement for care should be reevaluated, with consideration given to 
including travel time and mileage for home visits; paying for simultaneous treat- 
ment for short-term care and for case conferences; and for treatment of the family 
as a unit and not just for the troubled family memiser-. 

Also suggested was better publicity on the availability of mental health ser- 
vices. 
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TRANSPORTATION 

Rural areas were seen as greatly In need of government Intervention and sup- 
port for transportation. Suggested were rural community van systems, using ex- 
isting agency vans and providing money to buy special health care vans for rural 
areas. 

Other recommendations were: Improve existing transportation to rural areas; 
explore altematlvej to mass transit or use the existing school transportation 
vehicles. 

Mass transit should be supported as well as neighborhood on-call busses and 
small busses for non-commercial family use. 



ECONOMICS 

i 

Inflation was the prime concern of recommendations categorized under Economics. 
Pennsylvanlans urged government to "attack" Inflation and bring It under control 
In order to relieve economic pressures on families. Inflation Is eroding family 
resources. 

Energy - Its cost, availability, and effect on tlie family's resources or lack 
of them - was another major concern. Suggestions varied from formalizing an energy 
policy, prohibiting one industry from Investing in or owning another energy In- 
dustry or energy source, developing solar energy systems using excess profits from 
fuel producers and general revenues, placing price controls on energy items, en- 
couraging discovery of Independent energy sources and placing more emphasis on 
family needs and less on needs of business and industry. 

Recommendations also urged a guaranteed annual income or federal family in- 
come assistance to Americans whose income falls below the basic level at which a 
decent life can be lived. 

People urged government to reduce spending and balance ctie budget. Eliminate 
government subsidies and make less credit available, were some thoughts. ''Get 
government 'out of our pockets'," said one person; others sought help; i.e., "do 
something" for middle class families, large families, single-parent families. 

Consumer education courses should be available to all levels of society on 
budgeting one's Income, credit card usage, credit buying, insurance programs and 
savings programs. Help should be given to the individual who is in serious debt. 
Financial counseling should be increased. County Extension agencies should be 
trained and equipped to provide materials and workshops to groups and Individuals 
on controlling our personal and national debt. , 



TAX POLICY 

No tax credits, recommended some participants, unless enterprises develop 
and maintain pro-family work policies, such as flex- time, job-sharing, on-site 
Infant care, re-entry into employment for mothers with no loss of seniority and 
company benefits for day care. 
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Tax relief was sought by parents of parochial school children. 

An equitable tax system, eliminating tax loopholes, with more realistic de- 
ductions for dependents, were Pennsylvanians ' prime recommendations. Rigorous 
and honest efforts at true tax reform with tax policies that are supportive of 
families were frequently stated. 

Additionally, there should be provided incentives for businesses that pro- 
vide child care, a reduction in low and moderate individual tax rate^, tax breaks 
for families and tax breaks for families with dependent members at home. 

Others recommended tax deductions for families with one breadwinner so mother 
can remain at home or tax credit equal to day care charges for families with the 
mother at home. 

''Don't count interest earned in savings accounts as taxable income," stated 
one participant. Make tuition (college) a tax deductible allowance, urged another. 
Support a tax structure that encourages families to live together; reduce taxes 
of low and middle income families while taxing those in higher tax brackets and 
also corporations; tax policy should encourage new and small businesses. 

n-IPLOYMENT 

Full employment, recommended the majority of participants, should be sought. 
"WELFARE IS DAMAGING TO FAMILY LIFE." "Unemployment should be a last resort." 

The long-term unemployed should be involved withj public works projects or 
incorporated into public service job programs. Additionally, efforts should be 
made to retrain workers and make available "real" jobs.*. "not one year public 
service and back on welfare for two." 

Alternatives to traditional employment were strongly recommended by many 
participants. These alternatives were job-sharing, flexitime and in-the-home 
job opportunities. Additionally, employers were asked to be responsive in their 
policies to families by offering on-site child care for employees, maternity and 
paternity leaves, leaves for child care wit^-Jt prejudice and carefully considered 
job transfers. 

Government was asked for tax breaks for businesses and industries who reflect 
concern for the families in their employment practices, and to provide incentives 
to industries that locate in high unemployment areas. 

It was suggested that worker's incomes be subsidized by the government so as to 
enable families to provide necessities for their families. Hard work, too, was 
asked to be rewarded. 

Minority employment rights are needed for women, other minorities, the handi- 
capped, rural residents and older workers. Equal pay for women and men was recom- 
mended. Recommended were sizable tax breaks for business that employ minorities 
in "real", not dead-end jobs. 
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Employers should not be allowed to leave communities without just cause; 
related to this concern were recommendations on retraining affected workers , 
giving workers on-site employment service help and perhaps » relocation grants. 

Welfare reform and improved unemployment compensation benefits were con- 
cerns t but the prime recommendation was employment for all. 



Repeatedly stated recommendations were requests to return prayer and Bible 
reading to the classrooms and a return to Judeo-Christian values in the schools. 
Recommendations also urged reinstating the Pledge of Allegiance and fostering 
patriotism in the classrooms. 

Many people commented that it was the parents' responsibility to be the pri- 
mary teachers of their children, specifically in teaching values, sex education 
and imparting information on drug and alcohol abuse. 

Additionally, the government was asked to support psrocliial schools and/or 
allow tax exemptions for families choosing other than public education for their 
children. 

Education across the life span was expressed as a need by many participants: 
adult education in areas of life skills and human relationships; higher education 
with fair financial assistance — for all ages; strong basic education in ele- 
mentary schools; relevant education in elementary and secondary schools and in 
vocational education. Specific suggestions were numerous. 

Regarding public schools, recommendations urged r -. -e involvement of parents 
in the educational process through frequent parent /teacher mtvn^ngs , less inti- 
midation by schools toward parents and attempts by schools to maks^ parents more 
of a partner in the education of thciir children. 

Schools s it was felt, need help from parents in identifying needs, available 
resources and in finding solutions to students' problems. While schools were 
asked to formulate and enforce strong policies at the administrative level, es- 
pecially regarding student responsibility and discipline, it was also stated that 
parents need to back the schools when school policies are enforced. 

A return ::o neighborhood schools, reduction in size of schools and more com- 
munity involvement were recommended as ways to solve problems of students. 

In the areas of curricula, recommendations specifically called for courses 
in relationships - how to get along with others and "how to care." The values 
of families and motherhood should b« caught as well as social responsibility; 
recommended was required community service for secondary students. Curriculum 
in education for marriage, child rearing, consumer education and lifetime spo:ts 
were specifically recommended. 

At the elementary level, government should ensure adequate funding in order 
to expand and strengthen education, thus ensuring "a ::unctlonal, literate society." 



EDUCATION 




- 12 - 



Funding should also be available for training and retraining teachers and 
professional educators; for developing media tools to be used in teaching fami- 
lies how to cope with crises; for initiating the use of visual tools that have 
recorded master teachers' successes in teaching ethnic students. Additionally, 
public education, television, pamphlets and play scripts were suggested as posi- 
tive tools to use in the education of adults, children and youth« 



IDENTIFICATION OF NEEDS AND SERVICES 

Service providers need to know who and where the vulnerable populations are 
and their problems and what services and resources are available. Also, accord- 
ing to recommendations, a survey of professional service providers should be con- 
ducted to identify resources and widely publicize them. This information on 
public and private services should be centralized and able to be delivered as 
simply and as directly as possible. 



Recommendations concerning insurance stressed the need for social insurance 
to protect workers and their families when income is lost 'due to age, health, 
loss of job or death of breadwinner, 

"Addiction (to drugs or alcohol) is a family disease," according to one re- 
commendation, and insurance should cover the costs of treating the family. 

Hospitalization and insurance policies cover abortions of unwed mothers, 
why not maternity care so that women can carry their babies to term? All costs 
of reproductive procedures affecting the reproductive lives of women should be 
covered by insurance o 



"As we sit plugged into the set, how much of real life do we miss?" 
questioned one person. Others recommended that parents become involved in the 
selection and airing of television programs, that they monitor the programs 
that their children watch and that they speak up about poor television program- 
tain g. 

The number one recurrent recommendation concerned the need for television 
programming that strengthens families, that supports moral and family values 
and promotes the benefits of a healthy, happy family life. 

More educational television programming, urged the recommendations and gen- 
erely, more "family" TV programs, "TV is an excellent medium for presentation of 
needed skills and information for families", , ."excellent for education," 

Government should pressure media to censor itself; suggested were tax breaks 
to production companies or producers who offer family type programs. The FCC 
should enforce stricter standards for television, thus reducing sex and violence 
in prog7:amming. Additionally, existing regulations on commercials should be en- 
forced and additional standards adopted. 
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Advertising agencies should exhibit social responsibility, urged some parti- 
cipants; have fewer ads on television, urged others. 

A number of recommendations dealt with the image of the family in television 
progr ammin g^ They are "half-way normal" "with a gimmick." How does this repre- 
sentation affect the family, questioned participants. 

Other recommendations asked that television, books, movies and radio be 
"cleaned up." 



YOUTH SERVICES 

Three recommendations in this category urged that Pennsylvania children not be 
placed out of state; that a coordinated approach be adopted in order to strengthen 
families and solve their problems; and that meaningful work for youth in government- 
funded summer work programs be available - "this first job experience is where work 
habits, good or bad, are learned." (Additional recommendations are categorized 
under Social Services.) 



HOUSING 

Expansion of the housing supply is needed, stated participants. Specific rec- 
ommendations: make private and public monies available to help wiCh the renovation 
of the many existing but boarded-up housing in cities; e^icourage housing alterna- 
tives (mobile and modular hones) through relaxation of zoning ordinances and em- 
phasis on attractive mobile home park designs. 

Single-family units need to be constructed that are affordable for the poor, 
in other than "one large room." Funds shduld be made available for low and moderate- 
income family housing. 

Alternative living arrangements should be encouraged, enabling several adults 
and children to share a home or enable an extended family to afford a large dwell- 
ing. 

Price and rent controls, urged one participant. 

Newly constructed public housing should', have a smaller number of units, with 
available child care and recreation facility « and involvement of residents in 
housing decisions. 

Recommended was a greater diversity of housing types m urban and suburban 
areas, giving families a range of affordable options in both locations. 

Specific legislation was recommended: passage of Fair Housing Amendments i 
Act; legislation anci appropriate funds for housing for abused spouse; develop- 
ment of second stage hou3^ j for single parent families; no cuts in HUD budget 
for Section 8 and public hoiising. ' 
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RECREATION 

Expand family activities, urged participants. Recommendations varied as to 
their content, but were unanimous in stating that families need time together. 

Suggested were affordable public recreational facilities, more federal re- 
creation *areas, usage of local schools during non-schoo]^ hours, sound outdoor 
activities and family-oriented social functions. 

NUTRITION/NUTRITIONAL SERVICES 

Government was urged to support nutrition education programs which help fami- 
lies to breach* nutrition through application and practice in th« home. Schools 
and television were recommended as educational vehicles. In adcition, it was 
urged that nutrition education be given before food stamps are issued and that the 
WIC Program (Women, Infants and Children) be reviewed and evaluated. 



MINORITY FAMILIES 

Families need services to support them, some families more than others. While 
being supportive of heritage, services also need to focus specifically on the 
minority group needing help. 

Recommei^dations are summarized below: 
ETHNIC GROUPS 

All ethnic groups should be encouraged and supported to develop a value 
system that reflects their heritage. 

The bulk of the recommendations focused on black and Hispanic families. 



HISPANIC FAMILIES 

Government should create an independent body which can assess needs and 
evaluate change: agenciea that are doing effective work should be supported; 
conversely, those that are not successful should be allowed to die. "The idea 
is to counter the community's sense of being abandoned-" 

Federally funded programs should be held accountable for monies and their 
success in fostering positive change. 

Expressed needs were for better quality schools, a rango. of medical ser--* 
vices enabling choice, solutions to problems of health care providers with 
language barriers and the shaping of a federal policy which encourages specia- 
lized agencies to deliver specific services to the Hispanic community. 
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BLACK FAMILIES 



y In order to learn, black children need teachers - black or white - who can 

teach. Also needed is that parents and children believe that the educational 
process is worthwhile. This feeling must be instilled at home. 

Special needs of single-parent families headed by black women exist- these 
needs must be addressed. Young blacks also must be properly Sucatef^d trained. 



FAMILY AS A SMALL GROUP 



?oc±i^ cllT . t '^"'^ '""^"^ individual and other institutions of 
society. Collectively the family screens,, selects, appraises and shapes the con- 
stant social changes that occur and acts as a stabilizing force, providing an 
«rd pfl haven for the individual. The importance of the fk^Iy ^n this re- 

fSJlv m^b!r J"rr'f °^ ""'^'"'^ '^^y' relationships between 
family members and the interrelationships of families within a community. 



Recommendation? are summarized: 
FAMILY RELATIONSHIPS 



^^ J?"^ nuclear family is paramount, according to the recommendations. Recognize 
f^lv i^^J'? and support it, urged participants. Conversely, the nuSeaf 
family is no longer the primary living arrangement. 

mor^ vJL^^°^^^N^ ^t^^t ^° •"^^^'^ responsibilities (and ware encouraged to do so 
"so^'Jif ^ ''^•.'^^ Government would not have to be so involved." Conversely, 

T '° ^ '^^^'^'^^ i° "hich parents can better carry out the 

socialization, nurturance and discipline functions." 

tionsh'^pHShln^S: r^lT' ''""^"^ °^ Pennsylvanians on rela- 

''"^ expressed which concerned the need for parents to spend quality 

Si^^M^f "''^ "'^^ ^° P"P"^ children for adulthoodrto 

give children a strong moral base; to love one another and children: to shw child- 
ren this love and to work together as a team., ^-^aren, to snow child 

Suggested were more involvement of the family with aging persons - if erand- 

str"nSh'L%"' f i^' '"^^ Self-suffLiencHas seen S a 

str ngth and one which families should adopt, depending on members for support, 
assistance and sharing of life experiences. supporc, 

„f (government) has a responsibility to place new emphasis on the ability 

of the family to provide love and security for its members. ^'Society must seek 
to promote a climate in which parents can better carry out the socialization, nur- 
turance and discipline functions." In addition, "programs should be fostered which 
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highlight the responsibilities of a family to its members, and vice versa." Each 
family member must support the other, and a framework of mutual respect be es- 
tablished which must be earned not only by the adults but children too/* 



FAMILY MEMBER RELATIONSHIPS 

Mother-Child, Father-Child, Husband-Wife and Parent-Child Relationships were 
separate categories of recommendations but they are summarized as a group for 
this paper. 

Primary among the recommendations was the need for a strengthening of the 
family unit by reaffirming parents' responsibility and authority for children 
and reinforcing the parent-child relationship positively in the schools. 

Parents should set good moral examples for their children; they are also the 
child's primary teachers and should be allowed to teach their children according 
to their own religious and moral beliefs. 

There were those who felt that husbands should be more aware of the needs of 
the family and that its members should participate in shared household tasks or 
that mothers should be home with children. 

Additional recommendations specified government funded couples learning 
centers and/or mutual support groupa for husbands and wives having problems and 
that government become an active proponent of breastfeeding. 

Support of traditional sex roles was also recommended.. Additionally, sup- 
port was sought for recognition of sexual roles as male and female, realizing 
that equality as men and women does not mean sameness. 



FAMILY INTERRELATIONSHIPS 

"Strong families should reach out and touch those less fortunate.'* "Families 
should care for each other." 

The family, as it interrelates within the neighborhood and community, could 
be further strengthened, according to the recommendations, by fostering a sense of 
caring for each other. This caring or sense of community would increase the feel- 
ing of belonging and eliminate some alienation. 

Some needs of families can be met through voluntary organizations. The im- 
portance of volunteerism should be recognized and promoted and its worth in deve- 
loping responsible citizens must not be underestimated. 



COMMUNICATION 

Conmiunications and interpersona.l skills shovld be taught in family workshops 
in school, in college and at home. Tiese skills should reach all socioeconomic 
levels and should be mandatory prior to marriage, was one recommendation. 
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Improved communication skills would enable families to work out their pro- 
blems within the home. Urged one participant: "That ever elusive ^meaningful 
relationship' is really a quite obtainable ground of communication, On such 
ground better carriages can be built. From better marriages greater family sta- 
bility will result," 



MARKIAGE AND DIVORCE 



Increasing the offerings by public and private institutions of courses and train- 
ing in marriage was labeled as an important factor in stemming divorce. Recom- 
mendations also ranged from urging passage of no-fault divorce legislation to 
making divorce more difficult to obtain. 



Recommendations are summarized below: 
MARRIAGE 

Marriage requirements shoiild be stiffer, making it harder to get married. 
Government, it was recommended, should. lend itSi moral and financial support to 
agencies /groups or organizations which work toward supporting and enriching ex- 
isting marriages. 



DIVORCE AND SEPARATION 

Uniform, fair divorce laws - no-fault divorce - divorce counseling - divorce 
^ reform - divorce insurance - unilateral divorce - were recommended by many parti- 
cipants, 

"Divorce counseling should be as available as divorce," Perhaps trained 
conciliators or arbitrators would be more successful in saving marriages than 
does the adversary system," "A professional evaluation (should) be done before a 
divorce is granted," 

Existing support laws should be enforced inter- and intra-state. Heavy 
fines should be imposed, urged one participant, for the parent who refuses to 
support his/her children. 

Regarding custody, cases should be removed from the courts; joint-custodial 
arrangements should be researched, with rights of fathers considered. 



ISSUES RELATED TO REPRODUCTION 



The issues of abortion, family planning, birth control, genetic counseling and 
other reproductive issues prompted widely divergent recommendations from Pennsyl- 
vanians , 
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Recommendations are summarized below: 
BIRTH CONTROL 

"Private, personal relationships should be private..." "Protect parents' 
right to control the use of contraceptives by their children." 

"Cease funding Planned Parenthood." was one sentiment often expressed. 
"That adequate information, counseling, and medical services concerning family 
' planning be available to all..." was another voiced by many. 

Teenagers' sexual activity, their access to birth control in<:ormation, 
clinics and counseling/education were commonly cited issues. However, recommen- 
dations also concerned the parents as a primarily responsible for their children 
regarding instruction on veneral disease, contraception and abortion* 

ABORTION 

One of the most controversial categories of testimony concerned abortion. 
Anti-abortion and pro-choice sentiments are summarized below- To sximmarize the 
recommendations: 

Pro-Chuice: "individuals should decide for themselves about abortion." "Federal 
support of abortion is a personal issue." "No woman should be forced to, bear a 
child she does not want." 

Anti-Abortion; "Stop government funding of abortions." "Respect the right to 
life." "Make abortion illegal." 



GENETIC COUNSELING 

Prenatal genetic counseling should be incorporated in publicly funded ser- 
vices to women; funding should be available and coverage increased for prenatal 
genetic screening under state Medicaid and private insurance programs. 

Training for health professionals in amniocentesis asid genetic counseling 
should be more available, with information on genetic counseling more widely 
dispersed to the public. 

Some recommended denial of public monies to programs involving genetic coun- 
seling and amniocentesis in women who are already pregnant. 

t 

PRFGNANCY AND BIRTH 

Family-centered maternity care, urged many participants, should be understood 
and provided by the medical community. Providers of prenatal care should encourage 
parents-to-be to understand and participate in this program. Further extending 
this option to fragmented families - the unmarried couple, the pregnant adolescent 
or the single mother-to-be was suggested. . 
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Quality, childbirth classes were recommended, with support given of all 
options of childbearing as well as breast feeding. Classes should follow up 
with new mothers, helping them to understand post-par turn feelings and offering 
support to the new' family during their transition period. 

» 

SEXUAL BEHAVIOR 



Sexual permissiveness, sexual preference and sexual crimes and abuse concerned 
a number of people submitting testimony. Recommendations included: the causes 
of today's sexual climate; and the need for government to monitor the sexual and 
pornographic materials available to the public. 



Recommendations are summarized: 

Stricter pornography laws were recommended. Stores should be fined that 
sell pornographic materials; laws should prohibit its distribution; publication 
should be halted of pornographic magazines and newspapers. 

^''ictims of sexual crimes (abuse, rape and incest) should be dealt with com- 
passionately with provision made for the victims physical and emotional needs. 

While some felt that sexual preference should be a protected status in all 
anti-discriminatory legislation; others testified that current government ac- 
ceptance of homosexuality is wrong. Statutes that make sexual practices between 
consenting adults illegal should be repealed was re^: :'^--c..?.J<>i'i by some. 



INDIVIDUAL CONCERNS OF FAMILIES 



Problems that affect the family member affect the family as a unit. Recommenda- 
tions urged recognition of problems and offered solutions that should be adopted 
by public and private agencies. Many testimonies stated that it is often the 
family that first recognizes the physical and psychological care needed by its 
members and the support service? necessary to a dependent's recovery and to the 
well-being of the family as a unit. 



Recommendations are summarized below: 
CHILD ABUSE 

Abused children should be removed from the home and not returned until the 
cause of abuse has been corrected and abusing parents have been counseled. Funding 
should be available for self-help groups, such as Parents Anonymous, with their 
services integrated into present agency support systems. 

Professionals working with abusing parents should be adequately trained and 
experienced; intervening investigators should have adequate power. 
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ADULT ABUSE 

The need for shelters for abused adults and their abused family members is 
critical as well as the need for supportive services. Well-advertised shelters 
with staff can provide support and information to adults needing help. Support 
is also needed to rehabilitate the abused person as well as the abuser, 

FAMILY VIOLENCE 

Government should help community agencies and educational institutions de- 
velop support systems and counseling services to help families; i,e,, prevention 
programs, crisis centers, shelters for abused family members and an acceptability 
of the services delivered. 

Problems of domestic violence must be kept before the public so that solutions 
will be sought and implemented. 



DRUG AND ALCOHOt ABUSE 

Educate the public on the effects of alcohol and drugs through multi-media 
campaign, "Bombard the family from all angles " 

Additionally, educate teachers to recognize symptoms of alcohol and drug 
addiction, train counselors to work with the troubled family member and the 
family itself, give law enforcement officers proper authority to crack down on 
the drug scene and spend more money to research the causes on addiction. 

Prevention programs are needed, an well as family involvement in outpatient 
and inpatient treatment centers. Another recommendation: mandatory seminars 
for drug and alcohol offenders. 



CULT ATTACHMENT OF MEMBERS 

Recommendations concerned the need for educating the public on the destructive- 
ness of cults on young people. Parents "feel totally rejected by the usual chan- 
nels of help," Government was asked to help victims and their families. 



FAMILY UNDER ECONOMIC STRESS 

Schools need to be sensitive to the problems of poor children and the limi- 
tations their environment places upon them. Special supportive services are needed 
by children in cities. 

Adequate maternal nutrition and prenatal services for pregnant women on wel- 
fare were recommended as well as adequate levels of public assistance grants. 

Protect i^jnericans f rom unwarranted oil price increases and offer emergency 
oil supplies on a 24-hour basis, urged some participants. 
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Additionally, it was recommended that people need education on family fi- 
nances, money management and how to live within their means. This help could 
be offered through finance companies and banks. 

FAMILY WITH IMPRISONED MEMBERS 

Families and their needs should be considered when a member is incarcerated. ' 

Contact visits at county jails with inmates and adults and children - in 
private - should be allowed; family visitation in jails should be permitted. 

Recommendations specifically dealt with the problems of the imprisoned 
mother and suggested: children up to age three to be kept with the mother, pri- 
vate extended visits for mother and children; parenting and child development 
training in prison education programs; mother-release programs under probation 
supervision. Lastly, that parental rights not be terminated just because of in- 
carceration. 



FAMILY OF HANDICAPPED 

Legislation should address the problem of the high cost of a handicap to a 
family, both financially and emotionally. 

Limited services are available to the handicapped persons below age 21 and 
those who are aged. Little help is available to others. This problem should 
be addressed. 

Part-rtime care, sheltered workshops, employment opportunities - all were 
suggested as ways to help families and their handicapped family member. A resi- 
dential option, such as community living arrangements, should be provided. 

In addition, accountable and effective case management would help families 
find support services and ensure help for the handicapped person as well as the 
family unit. 



FAMILIES OF MENTALLY RETARDED 

Prevocational and voc- ional training shbvld be available in order to train 
mentally handicapped perse to be as productive in the community as possible. 
Lower-functioning persons should have access to sheltered workshops. Tax in- 
centives should be given to business and industries who hire the handicapped. 

Acceptance within the community should be fostered by service providers, 
it was suggested. Within the schools, intermediate units should provide in- 
service training to all teachers K-12 in order to facilitate mains t reaming. 

Community based care is needed; however, transferring people from large in- 
stitutions to community living arrangements should not be accomplished unless 
adequate supportive services are available, services that enable residents to 
become part of the community. . ."ensuring that CLAs do hot become mini-institutions." 
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SINGLE PARENT FAMILIES 

Needs of single parent families concerned many Pennsylvanians . 

"We must consider 'without rancor' how to improve the lot of single parent 
families/' "Strengthen their identify." "Remove the stigma attached to single 
parent homes." 

"Burden of poverty falls heavily on thesa families." Recommended were a 
halt to inflation, greater tax relief, public health assistance, ruel aid and 
scholarship programs for higher education. 

Several recommendations stressed the need for communities to offer suppor- 
tive services; i.e., financial aid to existing community social seri'ice agencies; 
restructured employment practices (flex-time, family sick leave); coamiunity re- 
creation centers; day care; and breakfast programs. Perhaps a "grandma volunteer 
service" which would provide a drop-in service to check on sick children while 
the parent works. 

Additionally, it was recognized that support systems are needed in the form 
of adjustment benefits, counseling, education and job training for new single 
heads of households. Inservice training for teachers by cciranunity agencies was 
seen as a need in order to educate school personnel on the problems of single 
parent families. 



TEENAGE PARENTS 

The families of pregnant adolescents need help; present service delivery sys- 
tems are not meeting this need, according to the testimony- The family is an im- 
portant factor in whether the adolescent finishes school, finds a job and is able 
to care for herself and her child. 

Schools should offer flex-time education, thereby encouraging pregnant teen- 
agers to remain in school'. Later, child care should be provided. 

Counseling, pre-and postnatal care and a wide range of educational and social 
services - preferably with others in the same situation - greatly benefit teenage 
parents and enable them to maintain themselves and raise their children* 

Expanded funding for the Adolescent Health, Services, knd Pregnancy Preven- 
tion and Care Act of 1978 was sought ... to "assist in preventing unwanted initial 
and repeat pregnancies." 



FAMILIES WITH ELDERLY, AGED DEPENDENT 

' Recommendations urged reimbursement or financial help for families rho want 
to keep their elderly members with them in their home* This arrangement r as pre- 
ferable to institutionalization or placing them in homes; with adequate support 
services "elderly family members can add to the strength of a family." 
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"!?amilies who care for aged parents or the elderly in the home should have 
help." Help, in the form of tax relief, better coverage by Medicare and Medicaid, 
respite care» 

With more extensive in-home service programs, individuals could also be main- 
tained in their own homes for a longer period of time. 

"Elderlies need supportive services for both the well and those who are sick 
and iufirmed. Preventive services, educational programs on good nutrition* pre- 
ventive healthi car*?, basic helping skills were recommended. 

CUItRENT WOMEN'S ISSUES 

Chief concerns in this category were aid for displaced homemakers, government 
recognition of the economic value of housework and a national policy regarding 
women and employment. 

Help for displaced homemakers was the chief recommendation. It was pointed 
out that women may actually be in the work force but at jobs which are inadequate 
for the support of a family. These homemakers aye likely to become poor. They 
need training for better skills, re-entry programs and job placement. 

"Every woman's work in the home must be considered a monetary contribution." 
"Welfare and SSI payments must be called a wage and increased to reflect the value 
of housework." "A Social Security wage for housework must be available to every 
woman from the government." 

Women and work generated another large segment of recommendations. Urged 
were a national policy which would mandate maternity leaves, without loss of 
seniority and/or job; flex-time working arrangements; part-time and shared emi- 
ployment opportunities; equal access to jobs (a related concern, especially fox 
women over 35); equal pay for equal work and on-site day care services. 

Pass ERA, recommended a large number of participants, while others urged its 
defeat. 

Ensure legal rights of women; mandate Social Security equity, credit equity 
and pension rights. Pension rights concerned a small number of participants who 
were particularly interested in revision of Veteran's Administration pensions and 
rights of wives without pensions. They should receive Lheir husband's full pen- 
sion upon his death. 

Many recommendations urged the government to make it possible for mothers to 
be home with children. Others urged that the negative attitude toward non-working 
women be dispelled. 

All recommendations concerning the draft opposed calling women to serve. 

The need for supportive services was explained; besides the need for services 
to the displaced homemakers, other women in need of specific help were abused 
women, female victims of crime and those in trouble with the law. Specifically 
sought was additional funding f ot volunteer women' s centers in areas where pre- 
sently they do not exist. 
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In summation: "Until legislation acts in women's interests, with recognition 
of their input on policies affecting them and their families , the quality of family 
life will suffer." i ^ j 



COUNSELING AND EDUCATION 



Education - for marriage, parenting, family life, career, vocation, job - was sought 

°° method of delivery, provider, age of student and avail- 
ability as an option or s requirement. Recommendations on the need for counseling 
before and during marriage and the necessity for family therapy were prevalent, with 
a common thread of providing education and counseling before a family is in crisis. 

Recommendations are summarized below: 
EDUCATION FOR MARRIAGE AND PARENTHOOD 

Family life education Cfor marriage and parenthood) should be taught at all 
levels, for all ages. This area was one of the major concerns of contributors to 
The Pennsylvania Forum on Families. Though recommendations varied as to who should 
do the teaching, there was agreement that teaching parenting, premarital counseling, 
preparation for family life and responsible parenthood is necessary to strengthen 
the family. " 

Family life education courses were recommended in order to inform future 
parents and marriage partners, offer support to existing marriages, improve the 
5?^! °^ P'^^^^"^ parents and help parents and marriage partners who may be having 
difficulties in their relationships. 

Marriage and parenthood classes should be required in secondary schools and 
colleges and universities. Others suggested it begin in the primary grades. 
Government could help by developing curricula so that "teachers may be prepared 
to teach K-12 on these subjects." 

More f jcation than ic sow available was urged for the general public on pre- 
paration i ,r marriage, interpersonal skills and the roles and responsibilities of 
family members. Classes in marriage and family ... "would show young people that 
we as a nation value the family and the toles of husband and wife and father and 
mother. 

Pre-marital classes would "awaken in the young a realization that the human 
adventure of marriage presupposes a commitment to grow together in love over time." 

Teaching of human sexuality, childbirth education, child care, and specific 
training for pregnancy were related recommendations. 

Many agencies were recommended as the ones to offer parenting, child de- 
velopment, family enrichment and marriage education courses. Government was asked 
to fund programs to train parent leaders, prepare resource materials and support 
private agencies who are now doing an effective job in educating for marriage and 
parenthood. » " 
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SEX EDUCATION 

Many recommended an expansion of sex education in the schools, including 
family life and reproductive health education in all grades. Several recommen- 
dations stated education should be required in all schools receiving federal 
funds. 

Parents should be included in this educational process vithin the schools. 
Parents also need preparation for educating their children in this area. 

Several participants felt strongly chat only parents should teach their 
children sex education; private agencies, such as Planned Parenthood, should be 
kept out of the schools and should not receive federal funding. 

Ministers, churches and synagogues, and private agencies were seen by some 
participants as the proper teachers of sex education. 



MARRIAGE COUNSELING AND THERAPY 

"Mandatory marriage counseling, • .before divorces are granted," "Marriage 
counseling - affordable and available," "There must be created legitimacy for 
couples learning - an educational program which will encourage learning rather 
than induce fear that examining of learning in this area will produce greater 
trauma. " 

Other recommendations dealt with married couples helping other couples in 
crisis to stay together, developing couples learning centers and the expansion 
of marital counseling by both public and private agencies. 

Pre-marital counseling was seen as a deterent to hasty, ill-advised marriages, 
with some participants suggesting that pre-marital counseling be made mandatory, 

FA.'IILY THERAPY 

Preventive therapy should be available to enrich families, tj impart skills 
in communication and interpersonal relationships a. -* to help families before they 
are in cri is. 

Two personal posts were recommended - a preventative family therapist and a 
family coordinator - as necessary advocates for the family. 

Generally, it was recommended that some families need help at times while 
others cannot reconcile their problems. However, the family should be taught or 
trained to see and develop the strengths of each family member, to listen to their 
concerns, and to help them - thus rexaforcing the family as a unit. 



CONTINUING EDUCATION, INFORMAL ADULT EDUCATION 

"A family works well when there is communication..." How to communicate with 
others, how to relate to others, how to gain self-respect and respect for others 
and how to like yourself were skills that participants felt should be caught. 
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Training is needed by different forms of families - single parent families, 
families of adoptive children and new parents. Training for families in general 
^^ouid be available through schools, educational institutions, on-site at places 
employment, churches and synagogues, community centers and agencies. 

Parents "should be invited back to school" to give them support in money 
management, nutrition and parenting skills. This ongoing education, said one 
participant, gives parents a sense of self-esteem which in turn will be passed on 
their children. 



-^OB COUNSELING AND TRAINING 

Job preparation in cne schools and govemaenc sponsored job training programs 
vere found inadequate by some participants. 

Suggested were early prevocational training in career development and ex- 
panded training in job seeking and work-related skills training for a larger por- 
tion Qf young people. 

Work-training programs must relate to genuine work opportunities, with wages 
fleeting minimum Federal str lards. 

In short, a stronger link between education and the world of work is being 
sought. 



